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New Hill Organ in St. Marien Church, Prenzlau
Victorian Organ Sound Meets Northern German Brick Gothic
After more than eight decades, St. Marien Church in Prenzlau, located in the Uckermark region, has its historic organ back. Built in 1904 by the renowned London firm William Hill & Son, the organ—featuring 38 stops across three manuals and a pedalboard—returned to use in the middle of the year after decades of silence. St. Marien had lost its last organ to a fire during the Second World War in 1945. The reconstruction of the church began in the 1990s and was completed in 2020 with the restoration of the vaulting. With the new organ loft and the Hill organ, this long process has now reached its crowning conclusion.
The Hill organ is the largest originally preserved example of English organ building in continental Europe and has been recognised by the British Institute of Organ Studies (BIOS) as an instrument of outstanding national interest. Measuring eight metres wide, seven metres high, and containing around 2,500 pipes (the longest measuring five metres), it offers an unadulterated insight into Victorian organ craftsmanship. The firm Hill & Son (1832 to 1916) was a leader in Victorian England and served as organ builders to the British Royal Family. They created instruments for Westminster Abbey, York Minster, and what was then the largest organ in the world, in Sydney (1886 to 1889).

Northern German Brick Gothic

The organ also combines Victorian tonal character with one of the most important structures of Northern German Brick Gothic architecture. The present-day St. Marien Church was primarily built between 1289 and 1340, replacing an older fieldstone building from the period between 1235 and 1250. The High Gothic structure was erected as a three-aisled hall church and is considered one of the finest examples of Northern German Brick Gothic. The eastern gable, standing at around 22 metres high, is particularly impressive. Its delicate, openwork tracery standing freely in front of the wall was an exceptionally sophisticated design for the 14th century.

Viewing Prenzlau from a Height of 64 Metres

A visit to St. Marien Church can be combined with climbing the south tower. There are 234 steps to conquer to reach the watchman's room. From a height of approximately 64 metres, a sweeping view opens up over Prenzlau and the Unteruckersee lake. The view into the reconstructed church vaulting, visible about halfway up the climb, is particularly striking. Those wishing to go even higher can continue to the watchman's room in the north tower. However, the ascent there is very narrow and requires sure-footedness. The tower climb is available daily (10 am to 5 pm) until October, and then reopens from Easter onwards.

Organ Building and Restoration in Brandenburg
· Joachim Wagner Organ in Brandenburg an der Havel Cathedral
The inauguration of the Hill organ in Prenzlau highlights Brandenburg's rich organ tradition, which has produced numerous significant instruments and organ-building workshops. One of Germany's most important Baroque organs is located in the Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul in Brandenburg an der Havel. Built in 1725 by the Brandenburg court organ builder Joachim Wagner (1690 to 1749), the 33-stop organ is preserved almost entirely in its original state and is regarded as Wagner’s greatest work. Furthermore, Brandenburg an der Havel boasts the city's largest organ with the Tokatha organ in St. Katharinen (96 stops, over 3,000 pipes), which can be heard from August 2026 in the “3:Klang” concert series (https://3klang-brandenburg.de).
· Werder (Havel) Organ Factory
Werder (Havel) is closely connected to the craft of organ building. Here, the Schuke organ workshop carries on the Brandenburg organ-building tradition. The facility builds, restores, reconstructs, and maintains organs of all sizes and technical systems for cathedrals, churches, community halls, concert halls, philharmonics, conservatories, and music academies (https://schuke.de).
· Beeskow Castle Music Museum
The music museum at Beeskow Castle documents the history of historical mechanical musical instruments from the period between 1848 and 1927, some of which resemble organ instruments. The methods invented from 1878 onwards for recording speech and music are also presented here (https://www.burg-beeskow.de).

Further information:
http://www.marienkirche.com 
http://www.prenzlau-tourismus.de 
https://www.reiseland-brandenburg.de 
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