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‘Material attraction - Scandinavia likes Japan’ at  
Stockholm Furniture & Light Fair

Visitors to Stockholm Furniture & Light Fair on 4-8 February 2014 will get a chance to see Japanese materials and furniture-making techniques never before shown in Sweden in the ‘Material attraction - Scandinavia likes Japan’ exhibition. It is a joint production between the Materials Library and Japanese designer Naoto Nakamura.

At the next Fair, the Materials Library is looking eastwards to Japan – a country which, despite the distance in between, shares much in common with Scandinavia. The exhibition showcases a selection of Japanese materials and manufacturing techniques that will inspire and create synergies between Scandinavia and Japan.

· The Scandinavian and Japanese design cultures have many points of contact. We hold similar views on ascetic and pared-down design and architecture. We frequently find angles where materials and construction are illustrated in design and function, while we like to preserve a certain sense of tradition and craftsmanship,” explains Oliver Schmidt from the Materials Library.

Many of Japan’s material and manufacturing techniques have never reached beyond the country’s borders. The collaboration with Naoto Nakamura, who is based in Stockholm, and JETRO, Japan External Trade Organization, is paving the way to enjoy a unique treasure trove. The exhibition covers everything from traditional to high-tech, or a blend of both.

· “I want to showcase the variation in materials and manufacturing techniques from Japan which inspires designers. There’ll be many interesting material samples from different industries that have never before been put on display in Sweden. The spotlight will be on design-developed materials that have been developed with the help of designers and then manufactured as a product. I predict this will be one of the hot new trends,” comments Naoto Nakamura.

The Exhibition is located in Hall B and there will be guided tours in English every day.

Since it started in 2005, the Materials Library has advised leading designers on issues related to material trends and material selection from a strategic perspective. Its clients include Sony Europe, Scania, Sandvik, Ergonomidesign and ENSCI-Les Ateliers. The Materials Library, which was founded by Oliver Schmidt and Björn Florman, also lectures regularly at design colleges in Sweden and in Europe. The Materials Library has been owned by Stockholmsmässan since 2012.

To find out more, please visit www.stockholmfurniturefair.com or contact: 
Oliver Schmidt, the Materials Library, and Stockholmsmässan 46 8 749 44 84,
oliver.schmidt@stockholmsmassan.se

Lotta Signeul, Press, tel +46 708-19, lotta.signeul@stockholmsmassan 


Stockholm Furniture & Light Fair is the world’s largest meeting place for Scandinavian furniture and lighting design. Domestic and international visitors will find the most comprehensive selection of Scandinavian furniture, office furnishings, design, textiles, lighting and other interior furnishings for both homes and public spaces. The next fair will be held on February 4-8, 2014 at Stockholmsmässan. Stockholm Design Week is also running parallel to Stockholm Furniture & Light Fair. www.stockholmfurniturefair.com, www.stockholmdesignweek.com 


Inspiration och kunskap, affärsmöjligheter och nya vänner. Stockholmsmässan är Norden största mötesplats med ett 70-tal branschledande mässor och hundratals nationella och internationella kongresser, konferenser och evenemang varje år. 
Vi ser fram emot att träffa dig!
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och internationella kongresser, konferenser och evenemang. Varje år välkomnar vi 10 000 utställare, 1,5 miljoner besökare och 
fler än 8 000 journalister från hela världen.
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