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Citation for Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, India

Short Motivation
Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak is awarded the 2009 Stockholm Water Prize for his pioneering work in low-cost sanitation that has brought dignity to millions of poor and socially deprived people on the subcontinent of India. His leadership and remarkable commitment has resulted in improved sanitation systems that are acceptable and affordable now being installed in homes and cities across India and replicated in other countries. His work has spanned the technical design, environmental sustainability, a pay and use system, the training of workers and the construction of thousands of sanitation systems managed and maintained by the community. The formation of the NGO Sulabh International, also an initiative of Dr Pathak, is a means to take his ideas forward and ensure that his example can be sustained in the future. Not least, a parallel goal in addressing sanitation has been to improve the conditions of the scavengers, collectors of human waste, providing training that has dramatically altered their social condition.
Citation

Even now, in 2009, 40% of the world population is still without access to safe and acceptable standards of sanitation. In India, millions of poor people have no access to safe and private sanitation while sections of society are compelled to make a living disposing of the human waste, a practice that has endured for centuries. Under these daunting circumstances, Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak pioneered the development of low cost, eco-friendly sanitation technologies that effectively address the issue of open defecation. He founded the Sulabh International Social Service Organization, an organization with 60,000 volunteers working to promote human rights, environmental sanitation, health and hygiene, non-conventional sources of energy, waste management and social reforms through education, training, and awareness. The results of Dr. Pathak’s endeavors constitute one of the most amazing examples of how one person can impact the well being of millions.  

His life’s work started when he decided to live in the colonies of scavengers to acquaint himself with their way of life. The experience led him to develop the Sulabh two-pit-pour-flush toilet system which liberated over 60,000 scavengers, or “untouchables” belonging to India’s lowest caste, from the demeaning practice of physically cleaning toilets and carrying human excreta. The Sulabh toilet is designed to use only 1.5 liters of water as against 10 liters for conventional toilets, and costs as little as US$25 per unit. The two pits which are alternately used have a 3-year life span. The sludge in the first pit is almost dry and pathogen free before the capacity of the second pit is maximized. This makes it possible for it to be easily and safely collected for use as fertilizer. 
Today, over 1.2 million Sulabh toilets are being used in private homes in India and moreover, more than 7,500 pay and use community toilet complexes have been established in slum communities and public places currently being used by more than 10 million people every day. The Sulabh model proves that sanitation can be financially viable with user-charges that are acceptable and sufficient to maintain the facilities. Addressing ecological sustainability, Dr. Pathak has promoted investigations of biogas production and growth of duckweed for fish culture. Biogas is produced from human excreta at 190 systems installed alongside community toilets. The biogas is used in cooking, lighting and heating contributing 
thereby to a vastly reduced carbon footprint. Sulabh is not a byword in India alone – the approach has provided lessons to other countries in South Asia and elsewhere. 
Dr. Pathak’s leadership in attaining these remarkable socio-environmental results has been universally recognized, and not least by those who have secured the freedom of human dignity as a consequence of his efforts. Sulabh’s technology was awarded Global Best Practice in 1996 by UN-Habitat. In 2000, it was conferred the Dubai International Award for “the cost effective and appropriate sanitation system for improving the human environment”.
Dr. Pathak’s initiative has led to the design of an outstanding hygiene innovation, the reduction of environmental pollution, freedom for the socially disadvantaged from the cruel inequities of the caste system, and access to safe sanitation on a scale that is astonishing by any yardstick. His seminal work has been possible due to his vision, commitment, and superior leadership. 
