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YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS WIN BIG AT QUEEN’S AWARDS
Savvy students scoop ‘What’s The Big Idea?’ prizes
The winners of the 4th Annual Queen’s Students’ Union Business Idea Awards have been announced at a special ceremony held at the Union last week.  
Fashionable mobile apps, videos on how to share skills and gadgets which help you find your keys were just some of the winning proposals at the What’s the Big Idea? Awards which are organized by Enterprise SU, a dedicated enterprise, volunteering and employability centre for Queen's students. 

Stena Line sponsored the Best Overall Business Idea Award which was won by entrepreneurial students Paul Kidd and Ciaran McCoy whose idea Top Up Tap, a pay as you drink dispenser won them £500. 

Diane Poole OBE, Head of PR and Communications at Stena Line believes that the innovation shown by the young people shows great promise for their future careers.
“Creativity and innovation are two key components of business success,” said Diane. “It was truly inspiring to see how imaginative and focused some of the ideas were and I was delighted that Stena Line had the opportunity to be involved in this event.”

The Most Creative Business Idea, sponsored by Ormeau Business Park was awarded to Sarah Cassidy for her unique Funbrella approach to customizing umbrellas.

Enterprise Officer Lynne Weir was impressed with the high standard of this year’s entries and the quality of creative ideas that were submitted.
‘”Extra-curricular activities such as this competition helps ignite the creative spark amongst many students,” she said. “This can only encourage and reward entrepreneurial behavior.”
Over the past number of years the What’s The Big Idea? Competition, which is open to all undergraduate and postgraduate students studying at Queen’s who have an exciting and creative business idea, has attracted several hundred entries. 
Ormeau Business Park CEO, Patricia McNeill was delighted to sponsor the Most Creative Business Idea Award for the fourth consecutive year. 

 “Recognition should also be given to QUB for their commitment to embedding enterprise education across the faculties,” she said, “encouraging both undergraduates 
and graduates in maximizing their opportunities whilst seeking to explore self employment as a potential option.”
(more…)

Judge David Gibson, an enterprising academic from the QUB Management School who has been named world number one Enterprise Educator by the United States Association of Small Business and Entrepreneurship was also present to recognise the achievements of the students. 
He said: “These young people have developed enterprise skills to create and implement business ideas which could improve the economy of Northern Ireland. It is vital that students and those who work in business, the public and the voluntary sectors are helped in developing their entrepreneurial potential to ensure the sustainability of their organizations.”

Thirteen categories in total, including Best Technological Idea and Best Not for Profit Idea, were presented with an overall prize fund of £2300 being distributed.  
[ENDS]

Media Enquiries: For more information please contact Lynne Weir at Enterprise SU on 028 9097 1056 or Kate Ferguson of Duffy Rafferty Communications on 028 9073 0880.
NOTES TO EDITOR:
In total 13 awards were made in the following categories to:

	
	Best idea from the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
	Philip Patterson - Fashion App

"Ever had problems co-ordinating all your brands? Like help choosing the appropriate outfit from your wardrobe? The FashionFix mobile app is designed to solve your fashion problems"

	
	Best "Not for Profit" Business Idea
	Paul Loughran -Sharing Skills

A website encouraging people all over the world to post videos of themselves demonstrating or teaching certain skills. Skills could range from playing the guitar to crazy things like doing a handstand on one hand. Users are encouraged to rate and comment on videos, with the highest rated videos winning prizes.

	
	Best Idea from Faculty of Medical, Health and Life Sciences


	Eoghan Cosgrove – GkeyS

Idea is to produce a key ring that has a GPS tracking system, similar to the system found in modern mobile telephones. The individual could search for their lost keys via the Internet, which would be very useful in trying to find them.

	
	Best Service Based Business Idea & 

Best Idea for Global Market
	Paul Kidd & Ciaran McCoy – Top Up Tap. Concocted as a means to enhance a night out with friends, the Top-up Tap is a novel, fresh and innovative idea. Based on the familiar petrol pump, the sum of money given to the Tap will give the equivalent amount of beverage to the customer. The product allows friends to be creative by offering an opportunity to try new things including alcoholic beverages, cocktails and many other possibilities including the massive franchise of soft drinks.

	
	Most Technologically Innovative Idea
	Mogue Lawless - Smart Bath

The product I proposed was a bath which overcomes two common problems; firstly it addresses the issue of the user comfortably adjusting to the temperature when entering the bath and secondly allows the user to maintain their ideal temperature for the bath indefinitely. This was achieved through an adjustable heating system which utilises integrated pipes to create a bath which does not get cold.

	
	Best Health and Lifestyle Business Idea
	Flossie Severs, Lucy Adams, - Eco gym

To set up the world’s first Eco-Gym. Using cutting-edge dynamo technology we will covert the kinetic energy produced throughout a workout to electricity. Members would gain rewards for the electricity they generate, therefore encouraging attendance and promoting our green ethos. Proven its success in a select few locations in America, we feel that there is real potential within the UK health and leisure market.

	
	Best Product Based Business Idea
	Sarah Cassidy  - Funbrella

Funbrella is a transparent PVC dome umbrella for children. Each umbrella is purchased with 4 permanent (children friendly) coloured markets which children can use to decorate their umbrella as they wish. Buyers will also have the option to purchase artistic templates to help design their umbrellas. Funbrella incorporates both practicality and creatively to produce usable artwork for kids.

	
	Greenest Business Idea
	Stuart Worth - Green Roof

Sustainable urban drainage software, to improve decision making process in green roof strategy; can reducing cost for sewer development, heating bills, and increase biodiversity; thus saving citizens and the UK government billions annually."

	
	Best Idea from Faculty of Engineering and Physical Sciences


	Laura Gammell - For the Bus Time Line

Currently, Translink use an “electronic system” to display the timetable, which simply displays the scheduled timetable. I propose installing a system to help track the buses. This would involve sensors on the buses which are detected by sensors at each bus stop. This would help maximise efficiencies for the transport company and allow those waiting on a bus to see how far away it is.

	
	Best Idea for the Student Market Place & 

Best Idea from a Queen's Club or Society ( QUB Business Club)
	Donnchadh Long, David Galbraith, Stuart Worth - Our aim is to setup this service in universities across the world, to serve international students with recycled, refurbished and ready to go mobile phones, which are compatible with their new location. Numbers of helpful services such as counselling, financial support and Learning and Development will be pre-loaded.

	
	Best Business Idea from a Postgraduate 
	Claudia Bossay P.PhD Film Studies 

Won with her business idea to develop a user friendly wiki-blog site to sell to City Councils and big traditional companies to implement on their web pages, so that former workers, older citizens or young people who love the past can write the history of the place in a grassroots manner. Her non-profit business idea proposes to give voice and space to the older generations in a way that will not only survive the pass of time, but will also be appealing to the younger generations

	
	MOST CREATIVE BUSINESS IDEA £500

Sponsored by Ormeau Business Park


	Sarah Cassidy  - Funbrella

Funbrella is a transparent PVC dome umbrella for children. Each umbrella is purchased with 4 permanent (children friendly) coloured markets which children can use to decorate their umbrella as they wish. Buyers will also have the option to purchase artistic templates to help design their umbrellas. Funbrella incorporates both practicality and creatively to produce usable artwork for kids.

	
	BEST OVERALL BUSINESS IDEA  £500

Sponsored by Stena Line


	Paul Kidd & Ciaran McCoy – Top Up Tap. Concocted as a means to enhance a night out with friends, the Top-up Tap is a novel, fresh and innovative idea. Based on the familiar petrol pump, the sum of money given to the Tap will give the equivalent amount of beverage to the customer. The product allows friends to be creative by offering an opportunity to try new things including alcoholic beverages, cocktails and many other possibilities including the massive franchise of soft drinks.


