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Ringleader of tax fraud trio jailed 
The Nottingham ringleader of a trio of fraudsters, who spun a web of lies so that they could steal nearly £305,000 through various tax frauds, has been jailed. 
Chris May, 35, of Nottingham, made false VAT repayment claims, lied about his income and made fraudulent claims for Tax Credits over a four-year period from 2010. 
Chris May and accomplices Frances May, 32, of Nottingham, and Lea Reeve, 42, of Derbyshire, used a network of companies which traded in the buying and selling of data to steal VAT, a HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) investigation revealed.  

The fraudsters stole £130,859 in VAT using false invoices to reclaim repayments they weren’t entitled to. They also charged VAT to customers but failed to declare it to HMRC, stealing the money for themselves. 
Nick Stone, Assistant Director, Fraud Investigation Service, HMRC, said:  
“This was the deliberate theft from the taxpayer - money which should be funding our vital public services instead of funding the lifestyles of fraudsters. The group, led by Chris May, stole the equivalent to the salaries of 13 trainee firefighters in the East Midlands. 
“HMRC want to level the playing field for all businesses and we will continue to pursue the small minority who commit tax fraud. We urge anyone with information about tax fraud to report it to HMRC online or call our Fraud Hotline on 0800 788 887.”
Investigators believe Chris May was the driving force behind the scams and appointed friends and family as company directors including partner Frances May and friend Lea Reeve, in a bid to protect himself. He also worked under aliases including Chris Mills and Chris Marshall to cover his tracks. 
The gang also lied about their income to fund their lifestyles, collectively evading £122,392 in Income Tax payments.  
Chris and Frances May claimed to be earning very little, while hiding their full income from the four businesses. The duo spent the stolen cash on rent for their four-bedroom house, the upkeep of a horse livery and two Porsche sports cars. 

The couple also pocketed £37,511 in Tax Credits they weren’t entitled between 2010 and 2014. Reeve assisted the Mays by making several calls to HMRC to amend and chase the claims.  
In March 2015 all three were charged, but Chris May made two attempts to stop a trial from going ahead through health issues. The judge ruled he was fit to plea and he denied the charges. 
Reeve admitted her role in the fraud, while the Mays were convicted after a trial at Nottingham Crown Court. 

Yesterday (28 May 2019), Chris May was sentenced to four years in prison and disqualified from being a director for ten years.
Reeve was handed a 14-month prison sentence suspended for a year, a four-month curfew and ordered to carry out 150 hours unpaid work. She was also disqualified from being a director for five years. 
Frances May was handed a nine-month prison sentence suspended for a year, and given a four-month curfew, at the same court on 22 May 2019.  
Proceedings to recover the stolen money have begun. 

Notes to Editors

1. Chris May DOB: 26/09/1983, of Chalfont Drive in Nottingham, was charged with: One count of doing an act tending and intended to pervert the course of public justice. One count of being knowingly concerned in the fraudulent evasion of Income Tax. One count of being knowingly concerned in fraudulent activity undertaken with a view to obtaining payments of a tax credit. One count of conspiring to conceal criminal property. Four counts of conspiracy to cheat the public revenue.  

2. Frances May DOB: 13/09/1986, of Chalfont Drive in Nottingham, was charged with: 
One count of being knowingly concerned in the fraudulent evasion of Income Tax. One count of being knowingly concerned in fraudulent activity undertaken with a view to obtaining payments of a tax credit. One count of conspiring to conceal criminal property. Four counts of conspiracy to cheat the public revenue.  
3. Lea Reeve DOB: 26/02/1977, of Suffolk Way, Church Greasley, Swadlincote in Derbyshire, was charged with one count of being knowingly concerned in fraudulent activity undertaken with a view to obtaining payments of a tax credit, and two counts of conspiracy to cheat the public revenue. 
4. The starting salary for a trainee firefighter in the East Midlands is £22,459. When full competence is achieved, this rises to £29,934. https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/firefighter 

5. Information about any type of tax fraud can be reported to HMRC online at https://www.gov.uk/report-an-unregistered-trader-or-business. 

6. Follow HMRC Press Office on Twitter @HMRCpressoffice.

7. HMRC's Flickr channel: www.flickr.com/hmrcgovuk.
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