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THE EDELSTAM PRIZE LAUREATE 2018 SHAVES OFF HER HAIR IN PROTEST OF THE PERSECUTION OF HER HUSBAND

The Edelstam Prize 2018 Laureate, Mrs. Li Wenzu from China, together with three other fellow wives of China’s most prominent right lawyers and activists on Monday shaved their heads in protest of the “persecution” of their husbands by the Government, according to Reuters.

Reuters reports that the wives gathered in the central park of a sleepy Beijing apartment complex in front of neighbours and a small group of invited foreign journalists. They took turns in shaving each other’s hair, placed the hair in transparent plastic boxes, with the pictures of their husbands on top of it, and then went to China’s Supreme People’s Court to petition over their husbands’ treatment.

Mrs. Li Wenzu from the People’s Republic of China is the wife of the Chinese human rights lawyer Wang Quanzhang, who has defended activists, victims of land seizures and religious minorities. In 2015 he disappeared during the “709 Crackdown,” a police sweep targeting courtroom critics of the Communist authorities. Since then, Li Wenzu has been instrumental in campaigning for the release of the hundreds of lawyers and activists detained during the crackdown.

“They [the Government] keep on shamelessly breaking the law. So today we are using this hairless act in protest to show they are persistently and shamelessly breaking the law,” says Mrs. Li Wenzu in a film by Reuters. We can go hairless, but you cannot be lawless,” they announced and the end of the ceremony, a pun in Chinese, as the words for “hair” and “law” sound similar.

The Edelstam Prize 2018 was awarded to Mrs. Li Wenzu from China for outstanding contributions and exceptional courage in standing up for one’s beliefs in the Defence of Human Rights, during a ceremony on November 27, 2018. Unfortunately, the laureate, Mrs. Li Wenzu, could not travel to Stockholm to receive the prize as she is not allowed to leave the country. 

“The Edelstam Foundation has after awarding the prize been approached by the Chinese government, who opposes the decision of the Foundation to award the prize to Mrs. Li Wenzu, claiming that “her husband is a criminal and that she interrupts order, according to Chinese law.”

However, the Foundation maintains that China remains an authoritarian one-party state that systematically curtails a wide range of fundamental human rights, including the freedom of expression, association and assembly, and using a system of enforced disappearances. 

Mrs. Li Wenzu’s husband, Mr. Wang Quanzhang, is held in legal limbo, charged with inciting subversion of state power. No date of trial has been announced. According to Reuters, both Mrs. Wenzu and seven lawyers she has appointed to try to represent Mr. Wang have been unable to visit him. 

“The attention that Mrs. Li Wenzu and the other wives bring, not only to their husbands’ plight, but also to the state of the crackdown, is an important tool in fighting back with untraditional methods. We stand firmly to our decision to award the Edelstam Prize to Mrs. Li Wenzu and our statement: The Edelstam Foundation respectfully asks the authorities of the People’s Republic of China to put an end to the harassment, threats and retaliatory actions against Mrs. Li Wenzu and her child because of her courageous and noble fight. We also ask the Chinese Government to end the sustained suffering of Mrs. Li Wenzu and her 



[bookmark: _GoBack]child by granting the life and integrity of Mr. Wang Quanzhang, revealing his whereabouts, (respecting his right to be visited and assisted by a lawyer), and freeing him together with other still imprisoned lawyers and activists of the “709 Crackdown,” says Caroline Edelstam, President of the Edelstam Foundation.

Further articles:
Reuters: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-rights/four-chinese-activists-shave-heads-to-protest-persecution-of-husbands-idUSKBN1OG0YB?fbclid=IwAR3ceeTuvIDwi2D1A8FBWWb113hXalkhmtgrqVq5nQnSmDfM7e51GpoEAts

BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-asia-46599155/women-shave-their-heads-to-protest-lawyer-s-detention-in-china?fbclid=IwAR377a1rVDKczUieKiCzq6hltSK5VphHLvKM4qVuvoYXsvjj7QCn5ohd_n8

The Edelstam Prize
The Edelstam Prize is a Sweden-based international monetary award, administrated by the Harald Edelstam Foundation. The Edelstam Prize is awarded for outstanding contributions and exceptional courage in standing up for one’s beliefs in the Defence of Human Rights.

The Edelstam Prize is named after, and awarded in the memory of, the Swedish diplomat and Ambassador, Harald Edelstam (1913-1989). Harald Edelstam distinguished himself as diplomat by his professional competence, his bravery and his civic courage in the fight for Human Rights. He was an early proponent and symbol of what is today known as the ”Responsibility to Protect,” and his memorable acts contributed to save more than a thousand lives.

The winner of the Edelstam Prize can be a private person or a person who serves in Government, international or national organisations. The winner shall be an individual who has acted in Ambassador Harald Edelstam’s spirit in a country/countries where Human Rights, according to international law, have been violated. The laureate must have shown outstanding capabilities in analysing and handling complex situations and in finding ways, even unconventional and creative ones, to defend Human Rights. The candidate has, presumably in a complex situation, been able to take a decisive role in helping threatened people or directly saving human lives. Civic courage is a central parameter in the selection of the successful candidate.

The Jury
The international jury is chaired by Ms. Caroline Edelstam, Harald Edelstam’s granddaughter and co-founder of the Edelstam Foundation. The 2003 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Judge Shirin Ebadi represents Asia; Africa is represented by Dr. Pascoal Mocumbi, former Prime Minister of Mozambique. Ambassador Eileen Donahoe, Executive Director of Global Digital Policy Incubator at Stanford University’s Center for Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law and former US Ambassador to UN Human Rights Council represents North America. Professor Philip Alston, UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, represents Oceania. Latin America is represented by former Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Dr. Luis Moreno-Ocampo, and Europe is represented by former Judge Baltasar Garzón, who served on Spain’s central criminal court, who is known for having indicted the Chilean dictator, General Augusto Pinochet for the deaths and torture of thousands of victims from Chile and other countries.

For further information, please contact:
Caroline Edelstam, Co-founder and President of the Harald Edelstam Foundation
Tel: +46 (0)706 98 72 23, e-mail: caroline.edelstam@edelstam.org
Web page: www.edelstamprize.org / www.edelstam.org
image1.jpeg
EDELSTAM
FOUNDATION
THE EDELSTAM PRIZE





i s 18,3918 @ st

THE EDELSTAM PRIZE LAUREATE 2018 SHAVES OFF HER
HATR IN PROTEST OF THE PERSECUTION OF HER HUSBAND

R L R,

e sgaet s gy o e e ek

e g G, v it e
g e s of ot e, St e W
e e b Sy
BT

Tt ey o o s v T

BT a—
gt e et e

e S R e

L e A e
e e e et e

T A T

BB C,
gt i L e e G it ot ot ot R Vo
B



