	[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]Standard Life




	

	
	4 July 2012

	PRESS RELEASE
	



GARS HITS THE SPOT IN SWEDEN

Global Fund Manger, Standard Life Investments is pleased to announce that its distribution partnership with Länsförsäkringar has secured over €30m sales in the first five months.

Länsförsäkringar, Sweden’s only customer owned and locally based banking and insurance group started offering the award-winning Standard Life Investments Global Absolute Returns Strategies Fund (GARS) to customers in January this year.

The fund is now in excess of €30million, well ahead of initial sales targets, and held by Länsförsäkringar clients across Sweden.
Gunilla Forsmark Karlsson, CEO for Länsförsäkringar’s unit linked business, said: 
“I’m very happy with our co-operation with Standard Life Investments so far. GARS is an excellent addition to our fund offering, and allows retail investors to access this unique strategy which is an ideal investment solution for these uncertain times.”
Åsa Norrie, Standard Life Investments Joint Head of European Business and Head of Nordic Region, said: 
“Länsförsäkringar has been hugely supportive with the roll out of GARS to their customers in Sweden. In a volatile world, the benefits of GARS are definitely resonating with investors, offering them reduced risk, more stable returns, along with transparency and liquidity.  It’s excellent that our partnership with Länsförsäkringar has allowed us to widen this investment opportunity to retail customers across Sweden.”
Launched as a UK Institutional Fund in 2006 and as a SICAV in 2011, the GARS fund aims to offer customers long term equity-like returns but with lower levels of volatility. GARS invests in a broad range of investment opportunities, covering both traditional and advanced asset classes. 
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To access our virtual press office, please click on the link below:
http://uk.standardlifeinvestments.com/content/press/press_index.html
For the Länsförsäkringar website, please click on the link below:

http://www.lansforsakringar.se
And for the English version of the Länsförsäkringar website:

http://www.lansforsakringar.se/privat/om_oss/in_english/sidor/default.aspx?showMap=1

NOTES TO EDITORS:
1. With assets under management of £160.6bn (€192.7bn), Standard Life Investments is one of Europe's major investment houses (as at 31.03.12).

2. Standard Life Investments was launched as an investment management company in 1998. It is a wholly owned subsidiary of Standard Life Investments (Holdings) Limited, which in turn is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Standard Life plc.

3. Standard Life Investments operates in the UK, Australia, Canada, Ireland, Hong Kong and the USA, and has representative offices in Germany, France, South Korea and Beijing. Standard Life Investments also operates in India through a joint venture, HDFC AMC and has a strategic alliance with Sumitomo Mitsui in Japan.

4. In 2011 Standard Life Investments' GARS Fund won Best Absolute Return Fund at the Professional Adviser Awards 2011.
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Standard Life Investments Limited, tel. +44 131 225 2345, a company registered in Scotland (SC 123321) Registered Office 1 George Street Edinburgh EH2 2LL.

The Standard Life Investments group includes Standard Life Investments (Mutual Funds) Limited, SLTM Limited, Standard Life Investments (Corporate Funds) Limited

and SL Capital Partners LLP. Standard Life Investments Limited acts as Investment Manager for Standard Life Assurance Limited and Standard Life Pension Funds Limited.

Standard Life Investments may record and monitor telephone calls to help improve customer service.

All companies are authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. www.standardlifeinvestments.com
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