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Statoil Hammerfest LNG first to use Wenaas workwear in GORE-TEX® fabric with the new PYRAD® Fabric Technology
Statoil employees at the processing unit for natural gas extraction on the island of Melkøya are the first in Scandinavia to use flame resistant rainwear in GORE-TEX® fabric engineered with

the new PYRAD® Fabric Technology. The clothing has been developed by Wenaas alongside W.L. Gore & Associates (Gore), with Statoil as the end user client.

Statoil employees at the processing unit for natural gas extraction on the island of Melkøya are the first in Scandinavia to use flame resistant rainwear in GORE-TEX® fabric engineered with

the new PYRAD® Fabric Technology. The clothing has been developed by Wenaas alongside W.L. Gore & Associates (Gore), with Statoil as the end user client.

– The clothes feel like they’re tailor-made for the weather conditions up here. They also contribute to increased safety. Our employees were also involved in the actual product development, says Torstein Johansen, union manager at Statoil on Melkøya. 
Statoil extracts natural gas and oil around the world, often in tough weather conditions. And work at the LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) plant on Melkøya, northern Norway, is no exception. The weather – strong winds, low temperatures and a lot of precipitation – has long placed requirements on everyday workwear that can withstand not only the tough climate, but also high demands on safety at work.

Now Wenaas, a supplier and producer of safety wear, has worked with Gore to produce clothing suitable for the work tasks and the weather conditions at the plant. For a long time, it has been a goal to develop new rainwear with a high comfort level and flame resistant properties in line with the new flame resistant standards. The result is FR rainwear featuring the unique new GORE® PYRAD® Fabric Technology.

– We are proud that our technology has been selected for the development of the personal protective equipment. It also indicates Gore’s advanced expertise in developing new technologies to meet the end user’s need for comfort and safety,” says Jonas Högman, Sales Workwear at Gore Scandinavia.

Wenaas too is delighted with the results of the collaboration.

– The fact that we are the first in Scandinavia to provide the market with this innovative technology puts us even further ahead of the field as a market leader, says Kathrine Ingerö, Global Brand Manager at Wenaas. 

It all began when Wenaas, a long-term business partner to Gore and also a main supplier to Statoil, started working with Statoil to consider the possibility of making workwear that was better suited to the working conditions on Melkøya. The challenge lay in producing clothes that were not only flame retardant, but also appropriate for the tough climate on the island. 

Wenaas designed a jacket and trouser for the employees for an initial test in the true environment in autumn 2011. That produced good results and led to more comprehensive testing, whereby 200 users wore the jacket and trousers in their day-to-day work during January-April 2012. 
During the test period on Melkøya, users were able to give their own opinions, and could also give suggestions for improvement in style and construction. An assessment of the final test produced excellent results for comfort, design and safety.

The new GORE® PYRAD® Fabric Technology makes it possible to produce heat and flame-resistant GORE-TEX® weatherproof garments which meet the stricter safety standards and offer a level of comfort hitherto unknown in this product class. 

With this new technology fabrics such as polyester or polyamide – normally textiles without heat protection and flame resistance – can be combined to the GORE-TEX® membrane in such a way that when flames suddenly come into contact with the laminate a self extinguishing stable barrier immediately forms. 
Facts: Melkøya and the Snøhvit project

· Snøhvit is Statoil’s major investment in extracting liquefied natural gas from the Barents Sea.

· The project includes the Snøhvit, Albatross and Askeladd fields. 

· Snøhvit was discovered back in 1984, but Statoil did not begin extracting natural gas there until 2007.

· Melkøya island off Hammerfest in northern Norway is home to a natural gas refinery, where natural gas from Snøhvit is conveyed beneath the water surface.

· Production takes place in a closed system with no harmful discharges or emissions. 

· Nothing of the extraction is visible above the water, so the trawler fishing in the Barents Sea is not harmed.

· 360 permanent jobs with Statoil in Hammerfest have been created since the Snøhvit project began.

· Read more about the Snøhvit project at www.statoil.com
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