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Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice & Human Rights has started an extensive collaboration with Fryshuset in order to strengthen human rights among young people in Sweden.

The cooperation is based on Robert F. Kennedy Center's global human rights project Speak Truth To Power.  Author and human rights activist Kerry Kennedy, daughter of Robert F. Kennedy and President of the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights, is the driving force and initiator of the project, which is based on the inspiration from 51 courageous human rights defenders who risked their own lives defending human rights of others. In Kennedy’s book Speak Truth To Power, Human Rights Defenders Who Are Changing our World, she interviewed these 51 defenders, including Desmond Tutu, the Dalai Lama and Maria Teresa Tula. The book was then adapted into a play by award-winning playwright Ariel Dorfman, Speak Truth To Power, Voices From Beyond the Dark and a photo exhibition with photographs taken by Pulitzer prize-winning photographer Eddie Adams. The Speak Truth To Power human rights curriculum is used throughout the world to inspire children and young people to stand up for human rights and become role models for others.

During the launch of Speak Truth To Power in Sweden in the fall of 2012, Kerry Kennedy visited Fryshuset and met its youngsters. The contact has continued since then and has made us realize that our respective organizations have a lot in common - not the least our belief that a world where human rights are respected can only be realized by involving young people. 

In partnership with the RFK Center, Fryshuset will spread Speak Truth To Power to schools and youth organizations across Sweden and give young people inspiration and tools to defend human rights in their daily lives, for example when someone is bullied, threatened or subjected to other violations. Human rights start within each of us.

"The Robert F. Kennedy Center's collaboration with Fryshuset on the PostCode Lottery-sponsored Speak Truth To Power human rights project, enables us to take our project to a whole new level. Fryshuset's extensive reach throughout Sweden, provides us with an entree to students and teachers in every corner of the country."
John Heffernan, Director Speak Truth To Power

“Thousands of young people in Sweden have told us at Fryshuset that what they lack most in life are inspiring adult role models. Through the collaboration with Robert F. Kennedy Center, we will be able to fill that void by providing young people with knowledge and inspiration from some of the world's best role models”
Johan Oljeqvist, CEO Fryshuset

"The struggle for human rights is global, but it starts locally. I hope that Speak Truth To Power can contribute to making young people committed to strengthening human rights in their own environment and ultimately to a better world "
Nisha Besara, General Manager at Postcode Lottery Culture Foundation.

Speak Truth To Power in Sweden is made possible by the Swedish Postcode Lottery’s generous contribution of 5,625,000 SEK

The Swedish version of Speak Truth to Power's curriculum can be ordered for free from http://www.utbudet.se/  or downloaded at http://rfkcenter.org/sweden 

For more information please contact: 
Kajsa Wiktorin
Phone 0730 72 01 00
Email wiktorin@rfkcenter.org

Katja Wåhlström
Phone 0739 50 22 02
Email katja.wahlstrom@fryshuset.se




