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Hitachi Rail Europe launches new train design heralding 
the future of commuter travel
200 for AT200 – train launch draws 200 industry attendees 
vying to experience new train first hand
London, 21st July 2014 – Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd. today revealed its newly designed AT200 commuter train to an audience of 200 rail industry representatives. A life-size replica of the new train design was on show in London, giving attendees a first glimpse of the future of commuting. 
Andy Barr, Chief Operating Officer at Hitachi Rail Europe, who unveiled the train, said: “At today’s train reveal, we presented our newly developed commuter train to the rail industry. Our team of engineers and designers have gone to great lengths to take passenger needs, operator requirements and our wealth of experience in train manufacture and maintenance into account. The AT200 is our new, exciting offering to the commuter rail market, a highly standardised yet flexible design that improves the travelling experience for tomorrow’s commuters.”
Developed by Hitachi Rail Europe following close consultation with Train Operating Companies and key stakeholders, the AT200 is a new, modular electric suburban product platform. The concept which gives design flexibility from a range of options, allows operators to tailor trains to passenger needs, while reducing risk and maintaining highly competitive lead times. Famed for its 100% on-time delivery record, Hitachi’s European rail arm is set to continue this success with the introduction of the standardised AT200 train platform. 
Passenger needs played a major consideration during the design phase of the AT200. The result is a comfortable passenger environment including inter-vehicle gangways for better use of passenger space, tables and toilet facilities, ambient LED lighting throughout, air conditioning as standard, USB and power sockets available at every seat as well as passenger wifi provision. Adequate luggage storage for commuter travel and cantilever seats in both standard and first class ensure that passengers find enough space for their possessions, while also allowing for fast and efficient cleaning and maintenance. 
Ease of maintenance was an additional key consideration of the AT200 design cornerstones. At its core, the train has a high level of onboard diagnostics which continuously and proactively monitor the train and feed back to the maintenance base regarding aspects of its performance. This reduces maintenance, as inspections can be directed according to indications given by the diagnostic system instead of frequent checking. Using Japanese rolling stock maintenance philosophy as successfully demonstrated with the Class 395 Javelin™ trains, Hitachi’s next generation commuter train applies real-time data collection and management solutions to make rapid and efficient maintenance in the shortest possible time a reality. 
Hitachi Rail Europe’s new AT200 commuter train can be provided in 3-car to 12-car formations depending on route line requirements. Made of lightweight aluminium alloy extrusions using friction stir welding, the trains are highly resistant to corrosion, further reducing maintenance requirements. The choice of material and welding technique also offers the best of strength and lightness for a highly crashworthy structure. 
Hitachi has a proven strategy for managing all statutory and regulatory approvals for new train fleets including testing and passenger service. The AT200 for the UK market includes only proven technology from existing rolling stock products that are either in passenger service or in manufacture, greatly reducing the time to market. 
The trains will be manufactured in Hitachi’s new train factory, which is currently under construction in Newton Aycliffe, County Durham. 
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Notes to editors: 

AT200 Commuter train as part of the Hitachi train family
	Design criteria
	AT100 Metro
	AT200 Commuter
	AT300 Intercity

	Design Life
	35 years
	35 years
	35 years

	Train configuration
	3 – 12 car
	3 – 12 car
	5 – 12 car

	Speed range
	75 mph – 100 mph
	100 mph – 125 mph
	125 mph – 140 mph

	Max acceleration
	1 m/s/s
	1 m/s/s
	1 m/s/s

	Nominal vehicle length
	20 m
	23 m
	26 m

	Power supply
	Dual voltage
25kV AC / 650 – 750 V DC / battery
	Dual voltage
25kV AC / 650 – 750 V DC / battery
	Bi-mode
(25 kV AC and / or diesel operation)

	Door type and positions
	Sliding pocket – 1/3 2/3
	Sliding plug – 1/3 2/3
	Sliding pocket vehicle / end doors

	Cab design
	Cab end gangway
	Full cab gangway
	Full cab gangway

	Interior
	Bench seating
Wider inter-vehicle through gangway
LED lighting throughout
Passenger Wifi provision
	Cantilever first and standard class seating
Inter-vehicle gangway doors
USB and power sockets available at every seat
Tables, luggage storage and toilet facilities
LED lighting throughout
Passenger Wifi provision
	First and standard class seating
Inter-vehicle gangway door
USB and power sockets available at every seat
Table, luggage storage and toilet and catering facilities
LED lighting throughout
Passenger Wifi provision


About Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd. 

Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd., is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi Europe, Ltd. and is headquartered in London, UK. Hitachi Rail Europe is a total railway system supplier offering rolling stock, traction equipment, signalling, traffic management systems, and maintenance depots.

Hitachi draws on many years of experience as a leading supplier of high-speed trains such as the Shinkansen (bullet train) for the Japanese and international markets. In Europe, Hitachi Rail Europe’s first rolling stock contract was to deliver a fleet of 29 Class 395 trains, the first domestic high-speed train in the UK, which are maintained at Hitachi’s state of the art depot in Ashford, Kent. As part of the British Department for Transport’s Intercity Express Programme, Hitachi Rail Europe will replace the UK’s ageing fleet of Intercity trains, and will establish a new rolling stock manufacturing facility in the UK for this purpose. The trains will be maintained and services in a number of new maintenance depots along the Great Western Main Line and the East Coast Main Line. 

For more information about the company, please visit: www.Hitachirail-eu.com .

About Hitachi, Ltd.

Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, delivers innovations that answer society’s challenges with our talented team and proven experience in global markets. The company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal 2013 (ended March 31, 2014) totaled 9,616 billion yen ($93.4 billion). Hitachi is focusing more than ever on the Social Innovation Business, which includes infrastructure systems, information & telecommunication systems, power systems, construction machinery, high functional materials & components, automotive systems, healthcare and others. For more information on Hitachi, please visit the company's website at http://www.hitachi.com.
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