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Rise in Swedish exports to markets outside Europe 
During the first six months of the year, the number of containers exported via the Port of Gothenburg rose by 3 per cent. This is a new volume record and a reflection of strong Swedish export volumes to markets outside Europe. Trade flows within Europe, however, continue to be weak. This is shown in the Port of Gothenburg half-yearly report presented today. 
In recent years, there have been positive signs of a strong rise in Swedish exports to markets outside Europe. This trend was confirmed by freight flows at the Port of Gothenburg during the first six months of the year. The majority of global commercial goods are packed in containers and this is where the increase is most noticeable. 
“The bulk of container exports from Sweden pass through the Port of Gothenburg and these strong freight flows, mainly to Asia and the USA, are extremely encouraging," states Magnus Kårestedt, Chief Executive of the Port of Gothenburg. 
Imports, however, were not quite up to the mark during the first six months with a fall of six per cent. Imports mainly take the form of consumer goods such as clothes, furniture, electronics and foodstuffs. 

In total, 458,000 TEU were shipped via the Port of Gothenburg during the first six months, 2,000 more than the corresponding period last year. A major development during the spring was the decision by the shipping company alliance G6* to start a new deep-sea service between Gothenburg and Asia. 
Weak European trade 
The Port of Gothenburg has a number of roro-services offering regular departures  to the UK, Germany, Denmark, Finland and Belgium. The roro-traffic reported a fall of 4 per cent during the first six months compared with the corresponding period last year. 
"A weak rate of growth in the European economy has impacted negatively on volumes. This was particularly noticeable in the downturn in paper exports," states Magnus Kårestedt. 
In total, 280,000 ro-ro units were shipped during the period. 
Rail record 
An increasing number of companies are opting to transport their goods to and from the port by rail instead of by road. During the first six months, the number of containers carried by rail increased by a record 14 per cent. Rail now accounts for around half of all land transport of containers. 
Positive figures for the Energy Port 
Gothenburg has the largest energy port in Scandinavia with three major refineries and three storage companies. The year started off with a fall in volumes before increasing significantly, finishing three per cent up for the period. One refined product that stands out in particular is diesel. Distribution of diesel from the port rose by 35 per cent. Half is shipped to various parts of Sweden, whilst the other half is exported. In total, two million tonnes of diesel were shipped from the Gothenburg Energy Port during the first half of the year. 
Fewer cars 
Last summer saw the beginning of a negative trend for car shipments – a trend that has carried over into the first half of 2012. A total of 88,000 cars were imported and exported during the first six months of the year, a fall of 28 per cent compared to the corresponding period last year. The downturn covers both car transport within Europe and to other parts of the world. 
For further information, please contact Cecilia Carlsson, Corporate Communication Manager, Port of Gothenburg, phone +46 31 731 22 45.

* The G6 Alliance comprises the shipping companies APL, Hyundai Merchant Marine, MOL (Mitsui O.S.K Lines), Hapag-Lloyd AG, NYK (Nippon Yusen Kaisha) and OOCL (Orient Overseas Container Line).

Volumes, first six months of 2012, Port of Gothenburg* 
	
	Percentage change, 
H1 2012
	   H1 2012
	   H1 2011

	Containers (both imports and exports **, TEU)
	0%
	458 000
	456 000

	Rail (TEU)
	+14%
	220 000
	193 000

	Ro-ro units
	-4%
	281 000
	292 000

	Oil/energy              m tonnes
	+3%
	10.7
	10.4

	Cars 
	-28%
	88 000
	123 000

	Passengers 
	-5%
	653 000
	689 000












[bookmark: _GoBack]* All types of goods are handled at different terminals by different terminal companies. 
** The balance between imports and exports at the Port of Gothenburg is relatively even although exports are slightly higher. 
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