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GRÖNHOLM AND SOLBERG, TOGETHER WITH ANDREAS ERIKSSON, ARE FORMING THE DREAM-TEAM IN EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP RALLYCROSS 2008!

Two-time World Rally Champion, Marcus Grönholm, is making a competition comeback, but in rallycross! Together with last year’s division 1 European Championship third-place winner Andreas Eriksson, Grönholm will set the pace in the European Championship 2008. During the season, Norwegian WRC driver, Hennning Solberg will join the team, MSE.
Stockholm, 16 april 2008 – In the short history of rallycross, it is one of the most spectacular efforts that Andreas Eriksson is carrying out. Grönholm, the two-time World Rally Champion has great expectations and is looking forward to the rallycross debut.

”I am convinced that this will be an interesting experience,” says Marcus Grönholm, after testing the 2-litre Fiesta on a rallycross course. The engine power is amazing and it will be exciting to see how well I can perform in the explosive, short races.”

”I plan to participate in 5-6 European Championship events this year and then we’ll have to see how things develop. I have thought about this for a long time and now it’s time to try something new!”

The team from Motor Sport Evolution in Nynäshamn, south of Stockholm, is backed-up by Ford of Sweden and will also consist of Andreas Eriksson who placed third in last year’s European Championship. This year, Andreas will drive the entire European Championship series, a season that includes 11 championship races as well as 5 other events in the Swedish Championship.

”With back-up from Marcus Grönholm, my European Championship chances will increase this year,” says Andreas optimistically, as he puts the finishing touches on the cars prior to the European Championship premier in Portugal on May 3-4.

Marcus Grönholm will create great interest for rallycross throughout all of Europe and the upswing will probably be enormous, especially since there will be live TV broadcasts and many other new things that will lift rallycross to unbelievable heights.

Initially, it was agreed that Marcus Grönholm would compete in around 5-6 division 1 events in the European Championship, but recently it was decided that he might possibly drive in even more races. Marcus Grönholm is also considering participating in some Nordic events.

”During my short test-drive I was impressed by the 600 horsepower engine,” says the Rally Champion, but it’s still hard to say anything about the driving characteristics since I have too little experience in rallycross,” says Marcus Grönholm.

The team will be managed by Motor Sport Evolution AB, MSE, which operates the rallycross team with support from Ford of Sweden. Andreas Eriksson will place the team’s second car at the disposal of other drivers during certain European Championship events when it is available.

”I will drive in the entire European Championship series,” says Andreas, who is from Nynäshamn, but there are certainly drivers that would like to jump in and try the sport.

The team is also building a car for the Norwegian rally star, Henning Solberg, who intends to drive rallycross because it’s fun. MSE will operate this car for him during these events.

Henning Solberg is happy to comment on his comeback in rally.

”It will be fun to get reacquainted with rallycross,” he says with a smile.

”I won the Nordic Championship in 1994 when the final was held in Finland. I will definitely compete in our Nordic European Championship events, perhaps not to participate in the races, but rather to give people exhibition rides when they drive with us in Momarken. Next year, the FIA World Rally Championship consists of 12 events, so maybe then I will try a little harder.  

Media-wise, the Rallycross European Championships will be broadcast live starting with the third event in Swedish TV4 Sports between 3:15-5:00 every Sunday, while the first 2 events collide with Champions League football, which means that they will be broadcast at a later date.

There will also be highlights on TV4 after every event, as well as a magazine news show several days after the event on one of TV4’s channels.

Team MSE has gone in and ensured the TV broadcast so that there is a financial guarantee for the production. Currently, it is being sold to all countries in Europe and this will naturally benefit the team and sponsors in regard to exposure on TV and also increase interest in the sport.

In Norway, just like in Sweden, it will be broadcast live 3:15-5:00 every competition weekend on NRK with a rerun somewhat later. It is also likely that there will be a magazine show but as of right now there are no details.

Finland, England and Ireland are also set to broadcast, however, it has not yet been confirmed on which channel.

In Finland, many discussions are currently taking place regarding which channels may broadcast due to the fact that interest concerning Marcus Grönholm is so great!

The average number of attendees during the European Championship 2007 was 19,200 per race!

Information about the Ford Fiesta 2-liter rallycross car in division I

Ford Fiesta 2-litre engine develops 600 horsepower and 800 Newtonmetres of torque. The engine is built by the Swedish company, Ultra Motors.

The rallycross car can accelerate from 0-100 km/hour in only 2.2 seconds. 

Weight: the stipulated 1,200 kilos. 

Marcus Grönholm, Finland. Born February 5, 1968
Debuted in rally in 1987 and became the Finnish junior champion in 1988

5 national championships during the 1990s

World Rally Championship debut in Finland in 1989

Professional rally driver since 1996

Drivers' world rally champion in 2000 and 2002

150 WRC starts
30 wins

60 podium positions




Henning Solberg, Norway. Born January 8, 1973

In the World Rally Championship since 1998

2004: 22nd place in World Championship

2005: 4th place at Cyprus in the WRC rally

2006: 8th place in the World Championship with 25 points

2007: 6th place in the World Championship with 34 points

Was the Nordic Rallycross Champion in 1994

Competed in gravel competitions in cross-country and rallycross 1994/1995

# # #

For  further information, please contact Motor Sport Evolution, Andréas Eriksson on +46 (0)705 49 59 09 or Public Affairs, Ford of Sweden, Ola Norberg, +46 (0)31 325 17 79
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