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Application Period for the European Award of Excellence “City for Children” 2011 on the topic of “Media Education” has ended

The European Award of Excellence City for Children has gained high recognition all over Europe. 39 cities from 20 European countries applied with their innovative projects in the field of media education for the award that is being launched by the state capital of Stuttgart, the Robert Bosch Stiftung and the European Network Cities for Children.

The award will be presented for the third time and shall foster the exchange of child-friendly initiative and projects in Europe. In 2011, it is directed at cities with their sustainable and innovative projects in the field of media education that support children’s independent and responsible use of the media. 

From Antwerp to Zagreb, European municipalities submitted outstanding projects in the categories of “Online Participation of Children and Adolescents” and “Training for Parents and Educators”. The projects range from internet based youth TV channels, to youth information platforms, from children’s newspapers to multimedia centres for school classes to local networks for the promotion of media competence and interactive learning platforms for children and teachers. 

Mayor of the city of Stuttgart, Dr. Wolfgang Schuster: “This resonance demonstrates that the topic of media education of children and juveniles is a central one throughout Europe. With this, the European Award of Excellence proves, once again, to be an instrument in the positioning of central issues of child-friendliness.”

In Spring 2011, an international jury, consisting of the representatives of the network`s initiating institutions and patrons, will judge the applications. These are Gerhard Stahl, Secretary General of the Committee of the Regions, Frédéric Vallier, Secretary General of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions, a representative of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, Mayor for Culture, Education and Sport, Dr. Susanne Eisenmann, Günter Gerstberger, Director of the Department for Education of the Robert Bosch Foundation and Verena Ennemoser, councillor of the city of Graz representing the European Network Cities for Children.

The festive Award Ceremony will be held on June 6th 2011 in the Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart. It will be held in the context of the 5th Annual Conference of the European Network Cities for Children on the 6th and 7th of June 2011 which will focus on the topic of “Media Competence”. As speakers, central politicians, researchers and practitioners were invited to share their expertise: Professor David Buckingham directs the Centre for Children, Youth and Media at the University of London. Moreover, important representatives of national, European and international organizations like the EU, UNESCO and the OECD were invited to present at the event. 

Mayor of the city of Stuttgart, Dr. Wolfgang Schuster, together with the Robert Bosch Foundation founded the Network Cities for Children in 2007 to involve in an exchange with other European municipalities regarding best practice experiences in the field of child-friendliness. Referring to best practice examples, Cities for Children seeks to find the best projects and strategies to enhance the life of children and families in cities.

Further information on the Network and the Award: www.citiesforchildren.com
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