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15 vessels in campaign for a cleaner marine environment 
Fifteen vessels have already been signed up for the Port of Gothenburg campaign for a cleaner marine and air environment. The vessels are operated by the shipping lines TransAtlantic, Stena Oil, Tärntank AB and Topoil AB. The campaign means that vessels that opt to use cleaner fuel whilst in port waters will receive financial compensation. Vessels which are classified as green according to an international index are also compensated. 
The Port of Gothenburg has for several years levied a surcharge on vessels where the sulphur content of the fuel is higher than 0.5 per cent. Following consultation with the Gothenburg Shipbrokers' Association, the port decided in the spring that revenue from the environmentally differentiated port charge will be reinvested in those shipping lines that have switched to clean fuels (maximum 0.1 per cent sulphur content). Other environmental initiatives are also rewarded*. The campaign will be run throughout 2011 and 2012. 
11 operate on low-sulphur fuel 
To date, 11 vessels have applied for compensation in return for running on fuel containing a maximum of 0.1 per cent sulphur. Six vessels are operated by Stena Oil and five by Topoil AB. These vessels operate frequently in the port area as they are bunker vessels – vessels that supply other vessels with fuel. 
Carl Johan von Sydow, Project Manager Sales and Logistics at Topoil, said: "Collaboration with the Port of Gothenburg is a natural progression in our environmental programme. We are firmly convinced that an active environmental strategy will drive development forward and will prove profitable for both the environment and for companies." 
In another part of the campaign the first twenty 'green vessels'* that put into the port this year will share a pot of SEK 600,000. The term 'green' means that the vessel is classified as offering 'good environmental performance' according to the international Clean Shipping Index. To date, the shipping line TransAtlantic has reported three vessels and the tanker company Tärntank one vessel. 
Annelie Rusth Jensen, Sustainability Co-ordinator at Transatlantic, said: "TransAtlantic has three vessels that put into the Port of Gothenburg each week and they all have high scores in the Clean Shipping Index. It was an obvious step for us to take up the port's offer and receive positive feedback on our active environmental work. It also demonstrates the importance of several parties working together for a cleaner environment." 
                                                                                                               Still money available 
There is still the opportunity for more shipping lines to participate in the Port of Gothenburg Environmental Campaign, both with regard to rewards for cleaner fuel and compensation for green vessels. 

Magnus Kårestedt, Port of Gothenburg chief executive, said: "We hope that more companies will have their eyes opened to our campaign. It should pay to invest in the environment in the Port of Gothenburg." 
For further information, please contact Cecilia Carlsson, Media Relations Officer, Gothenburg Port Authority, phone +46 (0)31-731 22 45. 
* To be classified as green according to the Clean Shipping Index, the vessels must have good scores in the following five areas: carbon dioxide, sulphur dioxide and particles, nitric oxide, chemicals and water and waste. This could, for example, mean that the vessel must be capable of being connected to shore-side power, that it purifies its emissions using what are known as scrubbers, that is uses environmentally adapted oils and cleaning agents on board and that it has the capacity to separate its waste for recycling at the quayside.

Rederi AB TransAtlantic
Rederi AB TransAtlantic is divided into two business areas: Offshore/Icebreaking and Industrial Shipping. Offshore/Icebreaking operations comprise icebreaking in the Baltic between January and March as well as commissioned work on behalf of the offshore industry, specialising in operations in Arctic areas.

Industrial Shipping operations are split into five divisions; Bulk, Container, RoRo Baltic, Short Sea Bulk and Integrated Logistics. The focus is mainly on contract-based transport, particularly for Nordic-based industry. Industrial Shipping provides complete solutions to meet the customers' total transport requirements, both on land and at sea, including terminal management and transit storage.
TransAtlantic will have a new head office in Gothenburg from November 2011 as well as offices at a number of other locations in Sweden and Scandinavia, the Baltic countries, Russia and the United Kingdom. The company has 54 vessels and around 800 employees.

Stena Oil
Stena Oil is the leading supplier in Scandinavia of marine fuels and complete shipping solutions. The main delivery area is Skagerak and Kattegatt in the North Sea region, where Stena has been operating since 1980. Since early 2010 it has also been operating off the coast of West Africa. In the Port of Gothenburg, Stena Oil operates its own depot with tank capacity of around 50,000 m3. With full control of its own terminal, the customer service level is first-rate, offering 24-hour availability. 
Apart from bunkering, Stena Oil offers a complete, eco-friendly marine solution where the customer's vessel, following bunkering, is emptied of its hazardous waste (flushing water/sludge). The waste is then transported by vessel, e.g. M/T Tell – which runs on low-sulphur marine gas oil – to the Stena Recycling facility in the Port of Gothenburg where it is processed into fuel for the cement industry. Stena Oil operates six eco-friendly tankers in Scandinavia and four in West Africa with focus on safety, quality, flexibility and performance to satisfy the needs of the customer. The company has 19 employees and business operations are run entirely from the head office and terminal in Gothenburg. 
Topoil AB
Topoil AB is one of the leading physical suppliers of marine oil products in ports and coastal areas in Sweden, Denmark and Norway. With more than 45 years' experience, Topoil is well-equipped to satisfy the needs of its customers and has excellent capability to satisfy high product and operating stipulations. The company's watchwords are superior quality, delivery at the right time and under safe conditions. With five bunker tankers Topoil supplies bunkers and through its network they can arrange lubricants crew changes, chandler services and replacement of parts 24/7.

With Gothenburg as its base, the company can reach ports on the east and west coasts of Norway and Denmark as well as Malmö/Copenhagen within 12 to 15 hours.

Tärntank Ship Management
Tärntank Ship Management deals with crew provision and the operation of nine modern chemical and tanker vessels, ranging from 9,000 TDW to 20,000 TDW, on behalf of Tärntank Rederi AB. Customers are mainly oil companies with refineries in northern Europe. Tärntank Ship Management is at the forefront when it comes to the natural environment, working environment and safety. 
Port of Gothenburg 
The Port of Gothenburg is the largest port in the Nordic region with 11,000 visits by vessels each year. One-third of Swedish foreign trade passes through the Port of Gothenburg and 65 per cent of all container traffic. The Port of Gothenburg is the only port in Sweden with the capacity to receive the world's largest container vessels and it has the broadest range of ocean routes within and outside Europe. With 26 rail shuttles departing each day, companies throughout the whole of Sweden and Norway have a direct, environmentally smart link to the largest port in the Nordic region. The Port of Gothenburg has terminals for oil, vehicles, ro-ro goods, containers and passengers. 

Shipping and the environment 
Shipping is an energy-efficient way of transporting goods, particularly if it is combined with rail for land transport. One large container vessel can carry as much cargo as 5,000 trucks. However, sulphur emissions are still a major problem for shipping. Sulphur dioxide acidifies land and lakes and spreads particles that are hazardous to health. The largest sulphur emissions from shipping also take place near the coast, i.e. where people live.
At www.portgot.se you can read more about the programme and other programmes aimed at cleaner shipping in the Port of Gothenburg. You can also follow us at twitter.com/portgot.

