A Love Song to Socotra Island 

Sadiya - a fighting sprit

Sadiya Eissa Soliman Abdullah was born in Detwah Lagoon, a protected area in Socotra Island,Yemen. She has seven children.

Sadiya grew up in a cave with her parent and her three sisters where there was a well for water and all the goats would go up to the mountain by themselves. She wears a long colorful dress with a colorful scarf, which she uses to cover her face whenever there is a stranger. 
Those photos shows Sadiya daily life and means of survival at Detwah Lagoon in Socotra Island, where she has been fighting for her land the last 14 years from a tribe whom called Al Aragabaa  whom is claiming to own her land.  They wanted to take her land as it becomes an eco-tourist area. They prison her in the male prison for fifty days so they put pressures on her to give up her land, but she never will give up her land. 

She is a friend of nature of which every two weeks, Sadiya collects garbage and burn them so she can keep her beach clean and protect her trees
Sadiya is a brave pioneering woman, she is the kind of woman who does anything she wants! These photos shows her life and her means of survival. This woman’s story of living off the land and providing for her family is interesting and inspiring because people know little about the life style of Yemenis like her. 
Detwah Lagoon is one of the most naturally impressive places on the island coast; a slow stroll along the seaside takes about three hours. People on the island greet each other by shaking hands and touching noses. They grab each others’ hand and touch noses three times—sometimes adding in three quick kisses and a long one. Male and female relatives kiss with their noses. First they look closely into each others’ eyes and then touch noses.
If greeting a group, you must shake hands with each adult person there. Omitting someone would be taken as an offence.  

Sadiya has a camp and many people from the island, as well as foreigners, come from time to time to swim and enjoy the beauty of Detwah Lagoon. 

Being a Socotran woman, Sadiya has a special relationship with her goats, who are treated and essentially act like people in her presence. Every day she wakes up at 4 AM to take care of her goats and feed them and give them water. On every second day she walks to the mountain to check on the other goats. She is a friend and united with everything around her—a friend of sea creatures, goats, the wind, and people!

 

Asking women in Qalansiya city about Sadiya, it is obvious how Sadiya is both hated by many women and at the same time highly respected by other women who admire her strength in fighting for her land and refusing to let other people take it from her.

 

She is very strict about every drop of water—even when for necessary things like for washing her children’s clothes and taking showers. She prefers to give this water to her trees!

Sadiya is a talkative person who rarely stops talking. She is a touchy woman; whenever she is talking with anybody touches their bodies with her hand! She also strongly believes in Jennis.

 

As a matter of fact and because of the distance between the mainland of Yemen and the island of Socotra, there are not many fruits, vegetables, or eggs on the island and if you find them it will likely be in Hadibo, the capital of Socotra. The prices of food and medicine there is double what it is on the mainland because of the taxes of bringing such things to the Island by plane.

 

Sadiya is quick to think others are up to something, and can be quite moody sometimes. She would not let me go until she had approved everything I had been photographing, telling me what to use or not to use. 

She is cunning woman; dominant, always watching everybody who comes to Detwah Lagoon and enters her property. She loves her trees and their smell.

I live in Detwah, Socotra Island. Nobody lives in this area in Detwah except for my children and I. I built on the land and own a camp… We have two houses; one is for the fall and the other one is for the winter.

She is a strong and independent Socotran woman who owns an area on an island, in a society which marginalizes woman and their impact. She chosen by me because she has a fighting spirit—which is also the reason she has encountered many obstacles and hardships in her life.
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