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The European Horse Network has collected figures from different studies to give an estimation of the Horse sector in Europe. Here is an idea of the size of the sector:

The horse industry’s economic impact :

Although there are no definitive statistics, different studies in states of the EU give some idea of the horse industry’s revenue. European Horse Network (EHN) estimates that the total impact of the ”horse world” in Europe could be more than 100 billion euros a year.
This figure includes the direct economic impact of all parts of the horse industry (breeding, industrial companies and services linked to horses, education, research…) and the indirect and induced impact of the horse activities like organisation of events and betting (30 billion euros/year). 
This total economic impact figure can be compared to the American figure calculated by the American Horse Council in 2005: 100 billion dollars a year showing that the EU is indeed an important world player in this international horse world.

Thus, in European Union, considering the direct industry revenue and the amounts of bets, the different governments are collecting at least 5 million euros of taxes thanks to this industry.

Considering those figures, the present position of European horse industry in the world and the growing demand in developing countries, horse industry is an interesting economic sector for EU regional sustainable growth. 

Employment impact :

Different ratios have been calculated on the employment linked to horses, but ”working” horses (in breeding, in competition, or for leisure...) all rely on providing employment which is labour intensive and provides year long employment opportunities. With all the different studies on this question, EHN estimates that the horse sector in Europe represents around 400 000 full time jobs equivalent. These are also quite often in regions where there is limited rural employment in other sectors.  
Considering this figure and the fact that this is a growing sector in Europe, which provides employment in many EU regions, this is a significant and positive area for growing EU employment in the regions. 

Horse production environmental and rural impact:

From the registered number of horses in Europe to estimations from different states of the real number of horses, EHN estimates that there are around 6 million horses in Europe.

The number of hectares dedicated for horses (grazing, production of horse food and other activities) is not clearly known. As the uses of horses are very different, from extensive breeding to urban equestrian centers, and from grassy lands to southern regions, the ratio surface needed per horse is very variable : 1 horse uses from 0,75 ha to more than 2 ha. But considering the estimations from different states, EHN considers that at least 6 000 000 hectares are used for horses in Europe, from which an important part is made up of permanent pastureland. In addition, horse paddocks do not require extensive use of pesticides or fertilisers, and support a wider variety of grasses and flora. 
Considering the importance maintaining permanent pastures for biodiversity (also for the protection of water quality), and the interest in developing activities in rural areas of Europe which are positive from an environmental perspective, the horse sector is also an interesting issue for EU rural development and environmental protection.

Horse activities - dynamic growth:

Thanks to international organisations representing racing and and sport, the figures on the number of events is quite precise at a racing and International (FEI) level : 78 000 races a year and 10 000 national sporting events a year. However, this only represents in the sports horse sector the top elite and does not take into account the hundreds of smaller competitions being held every week throughout Europe in very many regions. 
This dynamism of the horse activities is also shown by some figures representing the growth of this sector : as an example, the number of horse riders has grown +5%/year.
While total revenues from farming have fallen around 60% from their peak income level in 1995 - market dynamics in agriculture and leisure are expected to amplify this further in future years, making the equestrian, horse racing and betting sector an important contributor for regional growth and a dynamic sector of interest for EU future economic development.

The wider impact of the horse:

Moreover, the horse industry is also made up of innovative companies, education programs, research and various sorts of specific activities from horses used in towns and for agricultural work to therapeutic uses (Hippotherapy). 
The horse sector also supports a large range of ancilliary companies and jobs: from farriers and veterinarians, to saddlery and leather makers, farmers who produce the hay and grain, specialist feed companies, horse livery services, stable and arena building companies and many more. 

Horse events also contribute to the tourism of many areas, either bringing in significant crowds to watch events, or through the promotion of equestrian tourism – often in inaccessible rural areas, bringing much needed employment opportunities. 
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100 billion euros a year economic impact





400 000 full time jobs equivalent provided by the sector





6 million or more horses in Europe





6 million hectares of permanent grassland given over to horse grazing





A growing sector: the number of horse riders growing  by 5% a year











There are several interesting examples of economic clusters of horse businesses in EU regions providing significant and lasting regional development:





Basse-Normandie in France has 10% of the whole French horse population, produces 20% of the foals and provides more than 10 000 jobs in horse industry. The yearling sales alone in Deauville in august 2010 have generated 26 million euros, and the World Equestrian Games are to be held in Normandy in 2014. The France’s horse industry economic cluster is based in Normandy and develops links between research and companies toward innovative products and services.





The KINCSEM" Horse Cluster - based in Kecskemét in middle of Hungary - the town itself is called the horse capital of Hungary and the horse cluster initiative concentrates on the education of all kind of horse races and activities. It provides major jobs factor in the region and regularly organised national and international horse events, and also exists to promote horse clusters at a European level and international cooperation. 











Around a third of the jobs in Newmarket, in the UK, are related to the horseracing industry, and the proportion is even higher in the Lambourn region. The equestrian sector is the largest sporting employer in the country. The core industry employment by racing and riding combined is around 70 000 FTE. Including indirect employment the total reaches between 220 – 270 000 people thus equalling, if not exceeding those employed by farming. Whilst revenues from many other rural industries have fallen, the equestrian industry has continued to grow and develop.





In a number of regions in Europe native ponies are being used to graze important areas of scientific interest as they selectively graze while protecting endangered flowers and plants. The Gait Barrows Exmoor pony herd in Lancashire, UK are employed to support and help regenerate the park which includes the high brown fritillary butterfly, Britain's rarest. Exmoor ponies in other parts of the country are similarly employed on behalf of fritillary butterflies and other rare species of flowers, plants and invertebrates. In addition, initiatives like these help protect the pony which is itself a rare species. 





Draft horses are increasingly being used in the forestry logging business throughout Europe, as, unlike large logging machines, they are able to preserve fragile ecosystems and cause minimal damage. Logging horses in Sweden, for example, are used to transport more than 1 million metres cubed of logs a year. 





The Punchestown Racing festival in Ireland attracts around 100,000 spectators a year and generates 43 million euros worth for the local economy and 2000 part-time jobs. This is just one race meeting of over 37,000 races held in the EU every year. 








One example of combining ecological conservation and with tourism within national parks and areas of special scientific interest is the part-EU funded Lake Pape project in the remote region of south-west Latvia along the Baltic coast close to the border with Lithuania where a key feature of the project was the re-introduction of wild horses to help maintain important grasslands. 





Another example is in Romania in the Carpathians where a scheme a scheme is being set up to support local communities within the nature conservation policy of protected areas by developing ecotourism products focused on horse-riding tourism. 
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