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INTERFLEET APPOINTED AS NOTIFIED BODY FOR HITACHI RAIL EUROPE’S FLEET OF CLASS 800 SERIES TRAINS FOR THE INTERCITY EXPRESS PROGRAMME
London, June 10, 2013 – Hitachi Rail Europe and Interfleet Certification, part of international rail consultancy Interfleet Technology, today announced that Interfleet Certification has been appointed as the Notified Body (NoBo) and Designated Body (DeBo) for the prestigious Intercity Express Programme (IEP), which will provide Hitachi Super Express trains for both the Great Western Main Line and the East Coast Main Line. The new trains will primarily replace High Speed Train (HST) rolling stock on these key intercity routes.

Interfleet will provide assessment and certification services against European and UK legislative standards for the new IEP fleet. In addition to providing the core NoBo design assessment against Technical Specifications for Interoperability and DeBo assessment against Notified National Technical Rules and Railway Group Standards, Interfleet will provide technical support directly to Hitachi’s engineers. The technical support will focus on the interpretation of technical standards and on providing comprehensive guidance on what is required to demonstrate compliance.
Interfleet will also undertake a production quality management system audit and inspection programme in Japan and in the UK. Staged certification will be provided to support the train testing programme, part of which will be undertaken on Network Rail routes.
The Interfleet team is being led by Principal Engineer, Malcolm Beard, and Engineer, James Duncan, from Interfleet’s Safety Management & Assurance team. Malcolm has considerable experience of working with Hitachi, as Interfleet was the NoBo for the Class 395 which launched ahead of schedule in June 2009. Running at full service since December 2009, the Class 395 has dramatically reduced journey times between London and Kent.
Three pre-series Hitachi Class 800/801 Trains will start to be manufactured in Japan at the end of 2013 and testing will be carried out in the UK during 2015 and 2016. The first passenger trains will be in service on the Great Western Main Line in 2017 and on the East Coast Main Line by 2018.
The trains will be manufactured in Hitachi’s European Rolling Stock Manufacturing Plant, which the company will build in Newton Aycliffe in County Durham. The £82 million investment will create at least 730 new jobs, and major opportunities for the UK and European supply chain.
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For further information please contact:

Emilie Whelan or Sam Metcalf at bcsAgency on +44 (0) 115 948 6900 or email: interfleet@bcsagency.com
About Interfleet Technology:

Interfleet Technology is an international rail consultancy that delivers expertise across 12 different service areas arranged through three distinct sectors: business management, infrastructure and railway systems, and rolling stock.

With offices in Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the USA, and India, and more than 600 staff, Interfleet Technology continues to recruit highly-qualified consultants with the knowledge to advise on any type of rail project.

For further details about Interfleet Technology, visit www.interfleet-technology.com
About Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd. 

Hitachi Rail Europe Ltd., is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi Europe, Ltd. and is headquartered in London, UK.
Hitachi Rail Europe is a total railway system supplier offering rolling stock, traction equipment, signalling, traffic management systems, and maintenance depots.
Hitachi draws on many years of experience as a leading supplier of high-speed trains such as the Shinkansen (bullet train) for the Japanese and international markets. In Europe, Hitachi Rail Europe’s first rolling stock contract was to deliver a fleet of 29 Class 395 trains, the first domestic high-speed train in the UK, which are maintained at Hitachi’s state of the art depot in Ashford, Kent. As part of the British Department for Transport’s Intercity Express Programme, Hitachi Rail Europe will replace the UK’s ageing fleet of Intercity trains, and will establish a new rolling stock manufacturing facility in the UK for this purpose. The trains will be maintained and services in a number of new maintenance depots along the Great Western Main Line and the East Coast Main Line. 
For more information about the company, please visit: www.Hitachirail-eu.com .

About Hitachi, Ltd.

Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, is a leading global electronics company with approximately 326,000 employees worldwide. The company’s consolidated revenues for fiscal 2012 (ended March 31, 2013) totaled 9,041 billion yen ($96.1 billion). Hitachi is focusing more than ever on the Social Innovation Business, which includes infrastructure systems, information & telecommunication systems, power systems, construction machinery, high functional material & components, automotive systems and others.

For more information on Hitachi, please visit the company's website at http://www.hitachi.com.
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