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Press release: Establishing a vertical greenhouse in Botkyrka, Sweden

Plantagon has signed a letter of intent with the Botkyrka municipality in Sweden for establishing a vertical greenhouse. The project has received funding from the Swedish government's clean-tech initiative, the Delegation for Sustainable Cities. The first stage of the project is to further analyze the benefits of sustainable urban development that establishing a vertical greenhouse will result in. 

"This is a terrific opportunity to concretize our concept, the Plantagon Greenhouse, a sustainable alternative to traditional cultivation, right here at home ground," says Hans Hassle, CEO of Plantagon International AB. ”It comes as a bit of a happy surprise, as we have traveled around the world to several cities that have shown interest in our concept, and we end up starting it right here, in the Stockholm area.” 

The construction of a vertical greenhouse in Botkyrka will be one of the first of its kind in the forefront of "Urban Farming". It would attract stakeholders and visitors from around the world and be an important showcase for Swedish cleantech.
"Placing a vertical greenhouse in the municipality of Botkyrka will be in line with both municipal business and climate strategy" says Katarina Berggren, Mayor of Botkyrka. The finished greenhouse will be spherical and of approximately 60-70 meters in diameter. She continues: "This investment fits in well with our ongoing effort to promote a sustainable lifestyle in the northern parts of our county, and the greenhouse itself will be a visible landmark for the municipality at the entrance to Stockholm.".
Sweco is Plantagon’s manufacturing partner in the project, and will be closely involved in project implementation. Eva Nygren, CEO of Sweco Sweden:

 "Our cooperation with Plantagon is exciting and challenging in many ways for our architects and engineers engaged in developing the technical solutions for the greenhouse . The great interest that the vertical greenhouse created in the Swedish pavilion at the World Expo in Shanghai was inspiring, and we look forward to further concretize our cooperation by participating in the Botkyrka project."
The conditions for the construction of a vertical greenhouse in Botkyrka will be analyzed during 2011, and the plan is to begin construction in the beginning of 2012.

Facts/background
In 2050, 80 percent of the world’s population will be living in towns and cities.  Already, 80 per cent of the world’s farmland is being utilized. In order to meet this challenge, the Swedish company Plantagon, together with the consulting engineering company Sweco, has developed a vertical greenhouse for city environments. 

Plantagon is a Swedish company, mainly owned by Onondaga Nation, focused on Sweco is a Sweden-based international consulting engineering company that provides qualified consulting services with a high knowledge content. 

The municipality of Botkyrka forms the south entrance to Stockholm, capital of Sweden. The location for where the greenhouse is planned, is passed daily by tens of thousands of people on their way to and from the city. Botkyrka’s motto is: “Far from ordinary” and renowned for their cultural and entertainment initiatives and expanding industry, and also contains of one of Sweden's youngest and most international population. 

Contact: 


Magnus Hjelmare, Plantagon International AB (+46709896111 / magnus.hjelmare@plantagon.com)
Katarina Berggren, Mayor of Botkyrka (+46853061683 / katarina.berggren@botkyrka.se)

Rebecka Gunner, Sweco Sweden (+46734126675 / rebecka.gunner@sweco.se
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