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Sarah Nilsson


To : 

President José Manuel Barroso

Secretary General Catherine Day

Commissioners László Kovács, Stavros Dimas, Jacques Barrot & Andris Piebalgs

Directorate-General for Taxation and the Customs Union László Kovács

Director General DG Environment Peter Carl

Director General DG Energy and Transport  Matthias Ruete

Concerning: Increased custom on ethanol (E-85) as biofuel

Dear Madam/Sir,

We are aware that the Commission is currently working on a suggestion to increase the custom on ethanol vehicle fuel E-85. We would like to express our deepest concerns if this becomes reality. Not only will it hinder third world countries from achieving a more sustainable development, it will also stop a very successful transition from fossil fuels to bio-fuels in Sweden and Europe. 

The city of Växjö in Sweden, winner of the European Commissions Sustainable Energy Award 2007, has decreased its emissions of fossil CO2/capita with 30% since 1993. We attaches great importance to climate change and want to highlight the harmful impact the suggested custom will have by giving an example from local level.

Växjö has had the highest number of alternative cars, of which many ethanol cars, per inhabitant due to a very active climate protection program with incentives like free parking. People living in Växjö have been eager to contribute to the mitigation of greenhouse gases. With this high custom, the ethanol will become more expensive that gasoline and the citizens will have to pay. At the same time as people want to take their responsibility to mitigate global warming, European Commission is going the other way which will lead not only to increased CO2 emissions but also undermines the faith of the European Union.

We find it inconsistent to have higher tax on the renewable fuel ethanol than on fossil oil products like gasoline and diesel. It counteracts the European Union’s target to reduce the CO2 emissions.

Yours Sincerely
Bo Frank

Charlotta Svanberg
Gunnar Elm
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