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New Lake Network in the Lusatian Lake District
From a lignite mining area to a holiday destination / Long-distance swimmer Pavla Petrová swam across all five lakes
With the launch of the new Five-Lakes Network in summer 2026, the development of the Lusatian Lake District has reached another milestone. Lake Senftenberg, Lake Geierswalde, Lake Partwitz, Lake Sedlitz and Lake Großräschen now form a contiguous body of water. Since then, the navigable connecting canals have opened up new opportunities for boating tourism, water sports and holidays by the water. In September, long-distance swimmer Pavla Petrová made a very special statement about the connection between the former opencast mining pits by swimming across all five lakes.
The network also symbolises the profound transformation of Lusatia: where lignite was mined for many decades and opencast mines dominated the landscape, a new lake landscape has emerged through reclamation and flooding. Harbours, beaches, cycle paths, floating holiday homes and landmarks of industrial heritage now bring this structural change to life.
The five lakes are connected by canals and stretch across the two federal states of Brandenburg and Saxony. This is giving rise to a shared holiday destination that is just as suitable for day trips as it is for tours lasting several days by motorboat, sailing boat or houseboat.

Senftenberger See has existed since the 1970s.
Lake Senftenberg is regarded as an early pioneer of this development. It was created from the former Niemtsch opencast mine and was opened to tourists as early as the 1970s. The other lakes followed in the wake of the large-scale mining reclamation programme after 1990. Step by step, the new water and leisure landscape developed from the remaining pits of the former opencast mines.
In late summer 2026, long-distance swimmer Pavla Petrová came up with an extraordinary idea. Under the motto ‘Five Lakes, One Way’, she swam across all five lakes in a single day on 17 September 2026. The 49-year-old from Rumburk in the Czech Republic made it clear that she did not see her endeavour as a quest for a record, but rather as a symbol of connection, transformation and cross-border cooperation. “I didn’t want to conquer the five lakes, but rather to connecting them,” she said. “I’m not swimming against the water. The water carries me,” Pavla Petrová went on to explain.
Through this project, Petrová drew attention to the unique history of the Lusatian Lake District. For her, the newly created water landscape exemplifies how something new can emerge from profound changes. The total swimming distance was around 17 kilometres. The actual swimming time was about six hours. However, Pavla Petrová crossed the canals between the lakes in an escort boat, as swimming in the connecting canals is not permitted.

Further information is available at: 
http://www.lausitzerseenland.de and 
https://www.reiseland-brandenburg.de/lausitzer-seenland 
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