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RELEASE AT 09:00 A.M. (CET) ON 12 SEPTEMBER, 2011  

Ford Global Performance Strategy Accelerates at Frankfurt; 
New Fiesta ST Concept Joins Focus ST Production Models   
· Ford is accelerating its new global performance strategy at the 2011 Frankfurt Motor Show with the debut of the production version of the all-new Ford Focus ST and a concept for a future Fiesta ST
· Ford ST (Sport Technologies) models will share the same DNA around the world, offering outstanding performance, harmonious balance and high levels of refinement that make them ideal for everyday driving – whether on the commute or a twisty road 
· Brought to life by Ford’s global Performance Vehicles group, the new Focus ST is the company’s first truly global performance vehicle.

· The new Fiesta ST Concept explores the possibilities for another compelling global Ford ST in the near future
FRANKFURT, Germany, Sep. 12, 2011 – Ford today showcased its vision to take its ST performance family around the world with the surprise reveal of an exciting new Fiesta ST Concept alongside the production debut of the all-new Focus ST. 
Ford’s global performance vehicle strategy is accelerating, promising a new era for driving enthusiasts around the world with the expansion of its ST – Sport Technologies – range. The international reach of these performance models is made possible by a new generation of global small car platforms from Ford. 
The possibility of a Fiesta ST joining the Focus ST would bring Ford performance to drivers in two major global segments.

“We’re leveraging our global product platforms to create great new performance vehicles like the Focus ST,” said Derrick Kuzak, group vice president Product Development. “By taking advantage of platform efficiencies and focusing our performance engineering resources globally, we can bring performance vehicles to more customers in more markets, plus we’re better positioned for Ford products to compete successfully in global motorsport.”
The production-ready Focus ST was revealed at the 2011 Frankfurt Motor Show as Ford’s first performance vehicle to be sold into more than 40 markets around the world, including the USA, Canada, Mexico, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand and 15 European countries. Its launch kicks off a new era for enthusiasts while the exciting reveal of the Fiesta ST Concept also highlights Ford’s promise for even more to come on the performance front.

“Our strategy is powered by the One Ford global product plan and extends the reach of exciting Ford performance vehicles to a broader range of customers around the world than ever before,” Kuzak said. “It is also instrumental in shaping Ford’s strategic approach to and support for international motorsport activity involving our global small cars, the Focus and the Fiesta.”
Leading the strategy is Jost Capito, Ford’s director of global performance vehicles and motorsport development.
“This is an exciting time for us as we introduce the first of our globally developed performance vehicles,” said Capito. “It’s exciting to create a new generation of performance models which are truly world class, and we’ve brought together Ford performance expertise from around the world to do it.”
Ford Performance DNA

Ford’s ST models are the company’s most accessible performance vehicles, combining exhilarating and balanced performance with a level of refinement that makes them exciting to drive yet ideal for everyday use.     
They are the central point of Ford’s broader performance strategy which establishes the DNA for Ford’s performance models globally and opens up possibilities for more higher-tier performance vehicles. 

This DNA was created by the Ford Performance Vehicles group – embracing Europe’s Ford Team RS and North America’s Special Vehicle Team (SVT) – who delved deeply into their performance expertise and insight to define the appropriate DNA characteristics for all of Ford’s future global performance vehicles.

As with the DNA in a human body, this strategy dictates the necessary characteristics needed to create a vehicle that is unmistakably a Ford performance vehicle in how it looks, sounds, and feels to drive.
Although Ford’s strategy envisions the potential for even higher-performance models in the future, ST products clearly play a key role at its core.
Every Ford to carry the ST badge will be a performance car that emphasises great fun-to-drive qualities customers will crave. Yet every aspect of performance in a Ford ST is highly balanced, so the driver revels in experiencing perfect harmony every time they get behind the wheel. Ford ST models will also offer a level of refinement that allows the driver to enjoy it as much on their way to work every day as they will on a twisty road. 
Ford ST models will also share key physical similarities in areas such as colours and exterior styling, as well as interior styling and driver-orientated interior features. 
The DNA also defines performance levels, not only in the handling characteristics but in the engine outputs too. For ST models, this DNA profile means a noticeable power increase over the existing model’s engine line-up. Standards for other key ST performance attributes – such as braking and lateral acceleration – feature similar Ford Performance Vehicles group genetic engineering. 
Vehicle attributes like the feel of the steering, the sound of the engine and comfort of the suspension are also dictated by the DNA, meaning customers will recognise an ST the moment they sit in one, no matter where in the world they are. This will give all future ST models a shared genetic origin which will influence customer expectations.
“This carefully defined DNA is crucial in delivering performance vehicles that will appeal to customers around the world,” said Capito. “If it’s a Ford ST model, you will know what it stands for.”
Global Market
Ford dealers in over 40 countries, spanning six continents, will soon be able to offer their customers the outstanding blend of on-road performance and refinement that the Focus ST five-door embodies. 
Outside Europe, only Australia, Mexico, New Zealand and South Africa were given a taste of the previous generation Focus ST. With the launch of the scintillating new Focus ST, based on the global Ford Focus, more drivers from more countries than ever will find out just why the ST badge is held in such high regard.
For North America the new Focus ST five-door will be the market’s first compact performance Ford since the first-generation SVT Focus. 
“You will be able to buy the same Focus ST in New York, Sydney or London,” said Matthias Tonn, chief program engineer, Focus ST. “We are delivering this car to markets around the world where fast cars are desired. And no matter where you get into the driver’s seat, you will have the same performance, same style and same fantastic ST experience.” 

Built at the Ford’s Michigan Assembly Plant for the North American markets and Germany’s Saarlouis Assembly Plant for Europe, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa and other world markets, the new Focus ST sets the strategy in place for the design, development, manufacture and distribution of future performance Ford models. 
Good news for Ford dealers, even better news for their performance-hungry customers who have clamoured for these vehicles in the past. 
Challenges

The demands of different environments and of different legislation found in countries around the world offer a unique challenge for Ford engineers. Through the teamwork inspired by the One Ford strategy, those engineers have joined together to create no-compromise vehicles that suit whichever region in which they are sold.

Ford’s global product strategy has also been central to transforming the company’s performance vehicle plans – making models that were once exclusive to a single region more accessible around the world. The performance strategy is based on extending the enthusiast appeal of Ford’s global model portfolio. 

There are challenges involved in unleashing exciting, high-powered vehicles into multiple markets. The first and most obvious one is the question: can performance enthusiasts from around the world be satisfied in just one car?

“Our Global Performance Vehicles group soon realised that performance enthusiasts around the world are not so different,” said Capito. “Exhilarating performance, fine handling, exciting looks and that feel of driving something special are universal desires of enthusiasts, whether they’re driving Californian highways or damp British B-roads.”
With robust safety considerations already taken into account in the development of the Focus core models for all regions of the world, Ford’s Global Performance Vehicles group had very few tweaks to make to get the new Focus ST up to standard.

This allowed them to concentrate on areas like calibrating engines for different fuel grades found internationally, or ensuring that sound levels are within regional legislation. It also ensures that the global approach to the rigorous durability and performance testing that Ford’s performance vehicles go through can be carried out meticulously. 

The result is finely-honed performance cars like the new Focus ST that can be used to their full potential in all conditions around the world.

The Next Performance
The Frankfurt Motor Show provides an important preview of what could be the next performance vehicle in the Ford Performance Vehicles product pipeline – the Fiesta ST Concept.

Muscular and sporty, the Fiesta ST Concept is inspired by the Ford Fiesta WRC. It features a dynamic sports chassis and a high performance powertrain featuring a 1.6-litre Ford EcoBoost engine, yet is capable of delivering impressive fuel economy.
Target performance levels for the Fiesta ST Concept are 180PS of power output and 240Nm of torque, enough to propel it from 0-100 km/h in less than 7 seconds. A top speed exceeding 220km/h is targeted.

The advanced design of the turbocharged, 4-cylinder Ford EcoBoost engine – connected to a 6-speed manual transmission – means the Fiesta ST Concept is forecast to deliver CO2 emissions of less than 140g/km.

A global Fiesta ST would also extend the proud, 35-year history of delivering high performance Fiestas in Europe, including the Fiesta XR2 and XR2i, RS Turbo and the more recent first generation Fiesta ST.  
“With the Focus ST and the Fiesta ST, enthusiasts will immediately understand what a Ford ST model promises and what each model shares in terms of balanced performance feel, style and driver features,” Capito said. “We’ve developed both vehicles from the same DNA. They are born performers that know how to make drivers smile.” 
Focus and Fiesta in Motorsport
With Ford’s strategy to engineer global production cars and develop global performance versions from them comes another fantastic opportunity in the motorsport arena.

“The Focus, and especially the Focus ST, is a great platform for motorsport,” explained Capito. “We’re developing a global race car on the ST platform that will meet global regulations and race in major national championships across the world from next year. We’ve had so much interest from teams around the world, they love the exterior, they know that the Focus already has exceptional handling and they are excited that Ford is supporting it.” 

The Global Focus Touring Car has already been in action during the 2011 British Touring Car Championship. This is the first race car to emerge from Ford’s global motorsport strategy, wherein the company is supporting private race teams around the world in developing one common race car to S2000 specification.

The experience gained from the development team on the track can also be fed back into performance enhancements on future production cars.
Also making its Frankfurt Show debut is Ford’s FIA World Rally Championship challenger, Fiesta RS WRC. The 300PS 1.6-litre EcoBoost-powered racer is the first Ford rally car to run direct injection petrol technology and it achieved a historic podium lockout on its competitive debut in Sweden earlier this year. As well as works drivers Mikko Hirvonen, Jari-Matti Latvala and Khalid Al Qassimi, world-famous American stunt driver Ken Block pilots a Fiesta RS WRC for the Ford-supported Monster World Rally Team in the championship.
The Fiesta Rallycross – powered by a 2.0-litre Duratec Ford engine capable of more than 800PS – is another example of Ford’s global motorsport approach, as it competes in the Global Rallycross Championship, European Rallycross Championship and X Games.  

This year, Fiesta has already won three rounds of the North American Global RallyCross Championship, sweeping both the AWD SuperRally and RallyCross events. Last month’s 1-2-3 finish by Brian Deegan, Tanner Foust and Marcus Grönholm at the 2011 X Games RallyCross Final marked the third year in a row Fiesta has triumphed there.
# # #

About Ford Motor Company

Ford Motor Company, a global automotive industry leader based in Dearborn, Mich., manufactures or distributes automobiles across six continents. With about 166,000 employees and about 70 plants worldwide, the company’s automotive brands include Ford and Lincoln. The company provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company. For more information regarding Ford’s products, please visit www.fordmotorcompany.com.
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 51 individual markets and employs approximately 66,000 employees. In addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford of Europe operations include Ford Customer Service Division and 22 manufacturing facilities, including joint ventures. The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same year Ford Motor Company was founded. European production started in 1911.
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