	[image: image1.jpg]HM Revenue
& Customs




	
	

	
	
	



	
	For the attention of News Desks 
	No of pages: 3 
	

	
	Date:
	13 02 2019 
	Ref:
	NW 04 19
	


Truck crook stole £337k VAT while claiming benefits
A truck dealer from Liverpool who stole £337,000 in VAT while claiming benefits has been jailed.
John Doyle, 37, of Albion Street, Everton, traded more than £3 million of vehicles and pocketed the VAT he charged on every sale, a HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) investigation found.

Doyle bought trucks and specialist plant machinery in the UK and Ireland through his business, Albion Trucks & Plant, before selling them on.

His business bank account showed he had more than £3.2 million paid into it between February 2016 and May 2017, but paid no VAT on the sales, and during this time he collected hundreds of pounds in unemployment benefits.
HMRC investigators found Doyle, who refused to answer any questions in interview, spent lavishly on trips to expensive hotels and restaurants, as well as shopping sprees.

Tim Atkins, Assistant Director, Fraud Investigation Service, HMRC, said:

“Doyle lived the high life with the stolen cash, but the wheels have now come off and he is deservedly behind bars. He had the audacity to claim unemployment benefits while stealing taxpayers’ money.
“VAT fraud takes money away from vital public services. The money Doyle stole is equivalent to the wages of 16 newly qualified paramedics for a year. I urge anyone with information about VAT fraud to contact us online or call our Fraud Hotline on 0800 788 887.”

Albion Trucks & Plant was registered to a residential address in Blenheim Street, Vauxhall, with Doyle conducting sales through a business website. His activities were uncovered when a customer was unable to register their imported vehicle with the DVLA because no duty had been paid.

Doyle admitted VAT fraud and was sentenced to three years and two months at Liverpool Crown Court on Wednesday 13 February. Doyle was also disqualified from being a company director for 10 years.
Information about any type of tax fraud can be reported to HMRC online at https://www.gov.uk/report-an-unregistered-trader-or-business.
Notes to Editors

1. John Peter Doyle, DOB 09/07/1981, of Albion Street, Liverpool. Doyle admitted VAT fraud at Liverpool Crown Court on 13 February 2019. He was sentenced to three years and two months in jail. Doyle was disqualified from being a company director for 10 years.
2. Paramedic salaries start at Band 5, which ranges from £23,023 to £29,608.
https://www.nhsemployers.org/tchandbook/annex-1-to-3/annex-2-pay-bands-and-pay-points-on-the-second-pay-spine-in-england
3. Follow HMRC Press Office on Twitter @HMRCpressoffice.

4. HMRC's Flickr channel: www.flickr.com/hmrcgovuk
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