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Press Release

Wednesday 4th May
Virgin Trains remembers fallen Railwaymen 
A memorial to 87 railwaymen who lost their lives in the Great War from 1914 – 1918 was unveiled at Manchester Piccadilly station today. 
The men, who all worked for the London & North Western Railway in the station’s Goods Depot were originally honoured on a bronze memorial that mysteriously disappeared during the redevelopment of the area in the 1960s. 
Eager to restore their memory, two Train Managers for Virgin Trains, Andy Partington and Wayne McDonald took it upon themselves to have a new memorial erected centre stage at Piccadilly station, to then also act as a focal point for future remembrance events during the 100 year anniversary of the First World War and subsequent occasions. 
With funding in place from Virgin Trains and the Railway Heritage Trust five years of hard work, involving numerous trips to France and various war archives, came to fruition this lunchtime at an emotional unveiling attended by around 100 guests, including living family members of those men featured on the memorial.
“We are both incredibly proud and humbled to have played our part in getting such a wonderful new memorial in place to honour those brave men who paid the ultimate sacrifice,” explained Wayne McDonald.
“We owe them so much and it’s a fitting location, one that will be seen now by so many.”
Andy Savage, Executive Director of the Railway Heritage Trust, added: “The loss of the London Road memorial in the 1960s has been a major shame of the industry for many years. The Trust has wanted to restore if for a long time, but does not have the resource to actually manage such a project. It is thanks to the efforts of the local Virgin Trains staff, Wayne McDonald and Andy Partington, this has become a reality, and the Trust, along with Virgin, has been proud to be associated with their efforts.”
“Today means so much to me and the family,” added Barbara Hurst, granddaughter of Sgt Daly, one of the 87 men featured on the memorial. 
“We would like to thank Wayne, Andy, Virgin Trains and all those associated in helping to have such a fitting tribute to my granddad and all his colleagues.”
ENDS
About Virgin Trains
Stagecoach and Virgin are working in partnership to operate the East Coast and West Coast inter-city routes under the Virgin Trains brand. Together, they are on track to revolutionise rail travel across the UK.
The combined network connects some of the nation’s most iconic destinations including Glasgow, Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester, Edinburgh, Newcastle, Leeds, York and London. 
Virgin Trains is committed to delivering a high speed, high frequency service, offering shorter journey times, more comfortable travel and excellent customer service. Customers consistently rate Virgin Trains as one of the top long-distance rail franchise operators in the National Rail Passenger Survey (NRPS) commissioned by industry watchdog, Transport Focus.
On the East Coast route, £140m is being invested to create a more personalised travel experience. This includes a major fleet revamp, smarter stations and exciting new routes. From May 2016, there will be 42 additional services (22,000 extra seats) per week between Edinburgh and London.   2018 will see the introduction of completely new Azuma trains being built in the UK by Hitachi.
The West Coast route has a proud record of challenging the status quo - from introducing tilting Pendolino trains, to a pioneering automated delay repay scheme and becoming the first franchised rail operator to offer m-Tickets for all ticket types.  
Visit the Virgin Trains Media Room - www.virgintrains.co.uk/mediaroom - for the latest news, images and videos. Subscribe here for regular news from Virgin Trains.
Press Office: 0845 000 3333. 
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