	Intercity Services That Make Everyone Proud

Press Release - Intercity Express Programme


[image: image1.jpg]@tmiﬂs




	Intercity Services That Make Everyone Proud
Press Release - Intercity Express Programme




Press Release

11 MARCH 2009
search begins for high-quality suppliers for IEP programme
LONDON, 11 MARCH 2009 – Agility Trains today announced that its principal suppliers, Hitachi Europe Rail Group and John Laing, will hold a series of supplier events to meet potential UK and European supply partners. 
These events are designed to start a conversation about cooperating on this exciting project.   Initially, Hitachi Europe Rail Group is looking to identify high-quality suppliers for Rolling Stock Equipment.

Agility Trains is asking all companies interested in being considered in this selection process to register via www.agilitytrains.com.  

The events will be by invitation only, as the consortium is keen to ensure the events are managed to provide opportunities for valuable conversations. Over the next few months Agility Trains principal suppliers, Hitachi Europe Rail Group and John Laing, will contact selected registrants with further details of events that best meet their needs and, in the meantime, ask suppliers to be patient.
The Department for Transport recently announced the consortium comprising Barclays Private Equity, John Laing and Hitachi as preferred bidder for the Intercity Express Programme (IEP). Agility Trains will provide the train which is set to become the centrepiece of the UK intercity fleet once it is introduced from 2013 onwards. As part of its strong commitment to the UK rail market, Hitachi will, in stages, establish assembly and manufacturing operations in the UK that will be operated to support the delivery of the East coast fleet in 2015. 

..ends..

Inquiries

For further information, please contact:

Daniela Karthaus
Hitachi Europe

Tel: +44 (0)7920 205 631

Email: daniela.karthaus@hitachi-eu.com 
About Agility Trains Ltd. 

Agility Trains is a bidding consortium formed to bid for the UK Intercity Express Programme. The company shareholders are Hitachi Ltd (40%), John Laing (30%) and Barclays Private Equity (30%). 

For more information on Agility Trains, please visit www.agilitytrains.com. 

About Hitachi Europe Ltd.

Hitachi Europe Ltd., is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi Ltd., Japan. Headquartered in Maidenhead, UK, it has operations in 16 countries and employs over 5400 people across Europe, the Middle East and Africa. As a 'Best Solutions Partner' Hitachi Europe tailors its services and solutions to meet the specific needs of its customers. Hitachi Europe comprises eleven key business areas: rail systems; power and industrial systems; information systems; high performance computing; digital media; consumer products; automotive; air-conditioning and refrigeration systems; procurement and sourcing; and corporate technology group (research & development) and the Hitachi Design Centre. For more information about Hitachi Europe Ltd., please visit www.hitachi.eu.

About John Laing 
John Laing plc is a specialist provider of facilities through public private partnerships with a long-term perspective and approach. The company manages and delivers 67 projects from planning and funding through to design, construction and operation. It is actively involved in the management of a wide range of health, education, police, rail, roads and special purpose government facilities. www.laing.com
For further information on the John Laing Group, please contact:

Jo Young, Group Communications Manager, John Laing plc 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7901 3639

About Barclays Private Equity Limited
Barclays Private Equity ("BPE") is acting in its capacity as manager of various infrastructure funds.  It is a wholly owned subsidiary of Barclays Bank Plc. It launched its first Infrastructure Fund in 1996, the Barclays UK Infrastructure Fund.  Subsequently five further infrastructure funds have been successfully raised; I2 and the Alma Mater Fund, which were established as joint ventures, and the Barclays European Infrastructure Fund, BEIF II and Barclays Integrated Infrastructure Fund. The total value of funds currently under management exceeds £1billion and over 190 individual investments have been made.  
Barclays Private Equity Ltd, a Barclays Capital company. Registered in England 1125740. Registered office 1 Churchill Place London E14 5HP. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.
For further information on Barclays Private Equity Ltd. please contact: 

Daniel Hunter, Corporate Communications, Barclays Capital
+44 (0)20 3134 2195
daniel.hunter@barcap.com 
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