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4 February 2014
PRESS RELEASE
New clinical trial backs Arla Foods Ingredients’ 
infant immunity ingredient 
Feeding babies with infant formula enriched with Arla Foods Ingredients’ Lacprodan® OPN-10 supports their immune development, according to the results of a new trial.
Lacprodan® OPN-10 is made from the whey protein osteopontin, a bioactive component associated with the maturation of the infant immune system. Osteopontin is found in high concentrations in human milk – about 138mg per litre – but in much lower concentrations in bovine milk (about 15mg per litre). This means infants fed regular formula have a limited intake compared with their breastfed counterparts. 

Researchers from China’s Fundan University Hospital and the University of California at Davis conducted a double-blind randomised clinical trial in which Chinese infants aged between one and six months were fed either regular infant formula or infant formula supplemented with Lacprodan® OPN-10, with both groups compared with a reference group of breastfed babies.

The results showed that the babies who were given infant formula supplemented with Lacprodan® OPN-10 experienced a similar number of days of fever to those fed breast milk, and a reduced number of days of fever compared with a control group fed ordinary infant formula. The study also demonstrated that Lacprodan® OPN-10 is safe for use in infant formula.

The findings from the as-yet unpublished study were presented last week by Professor Bo Lönnerdal of the University of California at Davis during the 2nd International Conference on Nutrition & Growth, which took place from 30 January to 1 February 2014 in Barcelona, Spain. 

Lotte Neergaard Jacobsen, Nutrition Scientist at Arla Foods Ingredients, said: “The development of Lacprodan® OPN-10 is part of the quest to create infant formula that is more like breast milk. The results from this clinical study show that we have moved a step closer to achieving this. Osteopontin in the form of Lacprodan® OPN-10 could be a significant missing link in creating infant formula that can deliver a similar level of immune protection to that offered by mother’s milk.”
Experts at Arla Foods Ingredients have developed and patented the purification of osteopontin from cows’ milk and its application in infant and follow-on formulas, making it possible to create products with the same concentration of osteopontin as breast milk.
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About Arla Foods Ingredients
Quality starts here: Arla Foods Ingredients is a global leader in natural whey ingredients for products in a range of categories – from bakery, beverages, dairy and ice cream to clinical, infant and sports nutrition. 
 
The cornerstones of our business are innovative ingredients, world-class facilities and a staff of dedicated experts. Drawing on our portfolio of functional and nutritional whey proteins, milk minerals, lactose and permeate, our expert team delivers solutions that bring new food products quickly and efficiently to market. Our application centres run hundreds of customer product trials every week. All ingredients are produced using state-of-the-art processing technology at our plant in Denmark, or by one of our joint ventures in Argentina, Germany and the UK.
 
Arla Foods Ingredients Group P/S is a 100% owned subsidiary of Arla Foods, a global dairy company and cooperative owned by dairy farmers in Denmark, Sweden, the UK, Germany, Belgium and Luxemburg.
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