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Brandenburg Celebrates the 250th Anniversary of Heinrich von Kleist’s Birth
Kleist Year 2027: New Permanent Exhibition in Frankfurt/Oder
Next year, the state of Brandenburg will honour the 250th anniversary of Heinrich von Kleist’s birth with an extensive anniversary programme. The celebrations will focus on Frankfurt (Oder), the city where he was born and studied, which, together with its Polish neighbouring town of Słubice, will host exhibitions, academic conferences, literary events, educational programmes, and cross-border projects. Under the title “Kreuzungen – Intersections. 250 – Kleist”, the anniversary year aims to open up new perspectives on one of the most fascinating and unconventional authors in German literature.
Kleist was born in Frankfurt an der Oder in 1777 and later studied at the local university. His plays, novellas, essays, and letters deal with questions that remain highly relevant today: law and justice, identity, social conflicts, violence, gender roles, and the possibility of a fresh start.
A central highlight of the anniversary year is the opening of the new permanent exhibition at the Kleist-Museum in Frankfurt (Oder), scheduled for May 2027. Dedicated to the life, work, and legacy of Heinrich von Kleist, the exhibition replaces the presentation “Rätsel. Kämpfe. Brüche.” (Riddles. Conflicts. Ruptures.), which has been on display since 2013. The new concept combines current research findings with selected items from the museum's collections. Plans include dedicated rooms for Kleist’s comedy “Der zerbrochene Krug” (The Broken Jug) as well as letter correspondence around 1800. Digital and technical learning tools, additional foreign languages, and accessible features are designed to make the exhibition engaging for diverse visitor groups. For the first time, the permanent exhibition will also include a permanently integrated section for children aged six to twelve and their companions. The new “Discovery Trail” is intended to offer families a playful introduction to Kleist’s life and work.

European University Viadrina Contributes to the Anniversary
The European University Viadrina is participating in the Kleist Year with its own contributions. Frankfurt (Oder) is not only Kleist’s birthplace but also the city where he studied, giving today’s university a unique historical connection to the writer. Viadrina aims to examine Kleist’s texts from academic, artistic, and social perspectives. This will focus on topics such as identities, social conflicts, and the specific circumstances of the German-Polish border region.

The World’s Only Kleist Museum

The museum-based commemoration of Heinrich von Kleist began in the city as early as 1922 with a memorial room in the house where he was born. The building was destroyed by fire in April 1945. In 1953, a new Kleist memorial site opened, which moved to the former garrison school on the Oderpromenade in 1968/69. This historic building, dating from 1777/78, still houses the world’s only museum dedicated to Heinrich von Kleist. To mark the 200th anniversary of the writer’s death, a modern extension was added, which opened in 2013 alongside the previous permanent exhibition. Today, the Kleist-Museum is the largest literary museum in Brandenburg and has been a state foundation since 2019.

Further information can be found at:
http://www.kleist-museum.de/sammlungen/dauerausstellung-2027 

http://www.europa-uni.de/de/universitaet/kommunikation/veranstaltungen/kleist-jahr 
http://www.heinrich-von-kleist-gesellschaft.de/kleist-2027 

https://www.reiseland-brandenburg.de/orte-regionen/top-orte/frankfurt-oder 
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