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Birdwatching in Brandenburg

In Autumn, the Travel Season Begins for Cranes, Wild Geese, and Whooper Swans
Brandenburg is one of the most important breeding grounds for cranes in Germany. The highest breeding populations are found in the lake- and mire-rich landscapes in the north-east of Brandenburg, particularly in the Schorfheide-Chorin Biosphere Reserve and the Uckermärkische Seen Nature Park. In January, this is followed by the migration of whooper swans from the Baltic region, which prefer to settle in the Lower Oder Valley National Park during the winter months.
When cranes fly across the country in long formations, thousands of wild geese rest on lakes and flooded meadows, or whooper swans spend the winter in Brandenburg with their calls audible from afar, a particularly delightful time begins for nature lovers. The state's water-rich landscapes offer excellent conditions for birdwatching—from the Lower Oder Valley National Park and the Oder-Spree Lake District to the pond and floodplain landscapes of the Prignitz, Havelland, and Lusatia regions.
Cranes are among the most striking migratory birds in Brandenburg. Especially in autumn, they gather in harvested fields and damp meadows before heading to their protected roosting sites in the evening. Shallow waters, mires, and flooded areas offer them protection from disturbances and predators.
Excellent observation opportunities in Brandenburg exist in areas including:
· The Lower Oder Valley National Park
· The Altfriedland ponds in the Oderbruch
· The Groß Schauen chain of lakes
· The Märkische Schweiz
· The Havelländisches Luch
· The pond landscapes of Lower Lusatia

Numerous wild geese can be found in Brandenburg, particularly between autumn and spring. During the day, the birds forage for food in fields and grassland, while they frequently spend the nights on larger lakes, ponds, or in hard-to-access wetlands.
The morning departure from the waters where they spent the night is particularly spectacular. Large formations can also be observed in the evening as the geese return to their resting places with loud calls. Suitable areas include:
· The polder and floodplain landscape of the Lower Oder Valley National Park
· The Groß Schauen chain of lakes
· The Altfriedland ponds
· Lake Gülpe in West Havelland
· The Rühstädt Elbe floodplains
· The pond landscapes in the Spreewald and Lower Lusatia

Whooper swans are among the characteristic winter visitors in the north-east of Brandenburg. They differ from the familiar mute swan by features such as their yellow-and-black bill and their resonant, trumpet-like calls. The birds mostly originate from northern and north-eastern breeding grounds and use Brandenburg's river floodplains, lakes, and agricultural land as winter quarters.
One of the most important observation regions is the Lower Oder Valley National Park around Schwedt/Oder and Criewen. The National Park Centre in Criewen is an ideal starting point for tours into the floodplain landscape. The national park also features observation towers near Mescherin, Stützkow, and at Lake Wrech, as well as the “Seeschwalbe” (Tern) observation hut.

Birdwatching in the Oder-Spree Lake District

The Oder-Spree Lake District has established itself as a particularly diverse region for birdwatching. Between the Oder, Spree, Schlabetal valley, and Lake Scharmützel, chains of lakes, fish ponds, forests, reed zones, dry grasslands, and open cultural landscapes converge. With a bit of luck, besides cranes and wild geese, visitors can also spot white-tailed eagles, ospreys, kingfishers, hoopoes, bitterns, common terns, and black woodpeckers.

Further information on the National Natural Landscapes:
https://www.nationalpark-unteres-odertal.eu 
https://www.seenland-oderspree.de/birdwatching 
https://www.reiseland-brandenburg.de/orte-regionen/nationale-naturlandschaften 
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