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13th Ramadan Forum to Open Tomorrow
· Non-Arabic audience to benefit from live English translation of the highly popular Arabic lectures.
· Bigger agenda to feature lectures in six languages including a new foreign language namely Bengali 

Dubai, UAE, July 2, 2014: The 13th edition of the annual Ramadan Forum will kick off tomorrow, July 3rd, this year, offering live English translation of Arabic lectures for non-Arabic audience. To be held at the Dubai World Trade Centre (DTWC) for the second time in a row, the 12-day forum is set to roll out a bigger and newer agenda this year, which will run until July 14, 2014, said organizers of the forum, the Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM). 
The Ramadan Forum is being held under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation. Featuring an inspirational line-up of speakers and scholars, this year’s program includes a number of educational activities, training workshops and lectures that cover a wide range of topics related to religious and social issues. 
Speaking about this year’s edition, Hamad Bin Mejren, Executive Director of Business Tourism for DTCM and General Coordinator for the 13th Ramadan Forum, said: “We have expanded this year’s program to include new activities and to enhance our annual calendar of events. Apart from lectures in Arabic, Urdu, Malayalam, Tagalog and English, we have introduced a lecture in a new foreign language, namely Bengali. We are also offering live English translation of Arabic lectures to further reach out to our non-Arabic audience. With specially designed Apple and Android apps, those residing in areas outside of Dubai will be able to watch the live streaming of the lectures within the comforts of their homes. In addition to many other new updates, we have also organized live broadcast of the lectures in public areas in Dubai, Sharjah and Ajman. Altogether, individuals and families can look forward to a bigger offering this year and participate in the various activities all through the 12 days of the forum.” 
The multi-lingual line-up of speakers includes esteemed scholars such as Sheikh Dr. Saeed Bin Misfir who will deliver the first lecture in Arabic titled “How to be Thankful for Blessings”, on the opening day, July 3rd, 2014. Other lectures in Arabic include those by Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Al Musleh, Sheikh Khalid Ismail, Sheikh Sulaiman Al Jubailan, Sheikh Saleh Al Mughamsi and Sheikh Omar Abdul Kafi. 
The lectures in foreign languages will be presented by Dr. Zakir Naik and Wajdi Akkari in English, by Omar Penalber and Nuh Caparino in Tagalog, by Sheikh Hussain Salafi in Malayalam and by Sheikh Dr. Wasiullah Abbas, Mufti of Masjid Al Haram, Makkah and Sheikh Zafar Ul-Hasan Al Madani in Urdu. The newly introduced lecture in Bengali will be conducted by Sheikh Moti Ur-Rahman bin Abdul Hakeem. 
This year, apart from the Muhaisnah 2 tent, which will be a giant set-up offering Iftar and dinner daily to more than 3,000 laborers at the workers camp district of Muhaisnah 2, there will be a new tent catering to an additional 1,000 working class bachelors in the Hor Al Anz  area every day throughout the holy month. Besides offering food, the tents will also conduct daily quizzes and lectures in various languages. 
This edition of the Ramadan Forum will also host prayers and Taraweeh evenings in Zabeel Hall, a unique Iftar experience for non-Muslims, new medical tests and check-ups in the children’s tent and introduce a new category – sermons in the English language – to the Preachers of the Nation competition. The Exhibition of Scientific Miracles in the Noble Qur’an is another new component of the 13th Ramadan Forum with bilingual posters showcasing verses of the Qur’an depicting scientific miracles linked with recent discoveries in contemporary science. Further, twelve television episodes will be broadcasted on the Noor Dubai channel on ‘Scientific Miracles’. 
As part of the annual program, the Ramadan Forum will continue to feature other events and activities such as field visits to hospitals offering support and care to patients, health awareness campaigns held in collaboration with the Dubai Municipality’s Department of Health Education and Dubai Health Authority (DHA), the Convoy of Goodness event featuring bus tours that distribute ‘The Ramadan Forum’ bag of Islamic educational material amongst residents of Dubai and ‘Be a Preacher Zone’ that gives residents the chance to further spread the message of the noble religion of Islam to non-Muslim friends. 
With the Ramadan Forum, residents can look forward to winning valuable prizes daily including two ‘Ramadan Forum Umrah’ packages, two Samsung S5 smartphones and two iPad Air tablets. Participants can increase their chances of winning by registering on the forum website: www.almultaqa.ae, via the iOS and Android apps or at the venue itself. 
The strategic sponsors of the Ramadan Forum include Al Maktab for Culture and Media, DEWA, The Saeed & Mohammed Al Naboodah Group, Dubai Islamic Bank and twofour54. The key sponsors are iPhoneIslam and Dubai Media Incorporated and supporters of the forum are Tamani Marina Hotel and Hotel Apartments. 
More details about the forum can be found on the links listed below:
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/almultaqa.ae 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/multaqaramadani 
Instagram: http://instagram.com/almultaqaalramadani 
Participants can also connect with the organizers on WhatsApp: 0502136555
-Ends-
