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Smuggling gang floored after £1m cigarettes scam
A gang who attempted to smuggle cigarettes hidden in pallets of floor underlay to evade £1m in duty have been jailed for a total of ten years.
The six men – four from London and two from Lancashire – were caught red-handed by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) officers at a storage facility in Darwen, Lancashire, with more than 3.7 million illegal Richmond, L&M and Brass band cigarettes.

Ellis Varey, 26, of Ribble Avenue, Darwen, was sentenced to two-and-a-half years at Preston Crown Court today (September 27, 2018).
Chetan Mawji, 36, of Chadbury Close, Bolton, was sentenced to six months.
Lukas Adasiewicz, 32, of Abbey Close, Pinner, London, and Pawel Szymanski, 33, of Cannhall Road, London, were sentenced to 22 months. Lukasz Zwierz, 31, of Court Road, Uxbridge, and Batosz Duzak, 29, of Hodder Drive, Perivale, London, were each sentenced to 20 months.
HMRC investigators found three of the defendants – Adasiewicz, Zwierz and Szymanski – loading laundry bags stuffed with cigarettes into a hire van at a Premier Mill industrial unit, on Begonia Street, in Darwen, on January 16 this year.
Varey and Duzak were found at the back of the unit removing boxes of cigarettes hidden in pallets of floor underlay and putting them into more laundry bags.
Mawji had been seen earlier driving the hire van and was arrested shortly after in a superstore car park. All six men were charged with fraudulently evading Excise Duty and admitted the crime except Varey, who was convicted at Preston Crown Court on July 19, 2018.
Tony Capon, Assistant Director, Fraud Investigation Service, HMRC, said: 

“This was a blatant attempt to smuggle millions of cigarettes into the UK. This gang thought they were being clever by hiding illicit tobacco within flooring packs, but our investigators were one step ahead.

“We are determined to create a level playing for businesses who honestly pay their taxes. I urge anyone with information about the trade in smuggled or counterfeit tobacco to contact us online or call our Fraud Hotline on 0800 788 887.”
HMRC has begun proceedings to recover the duty evaded from the gang.
Notes for Editors
1. Ellis Michael VAREY, DOB 14/01/1992, of Ribble Avenue, Darwen, was found guilty after trial of the fraudulent evasion of Excise Duty on 19 July 2018. He was jailed for two-and-half years on 27 September 2018.
2. Chetan MAWJI, DOB 22/07/1981, of Chadbury Close, Lostock, Bolton, pleaded guilty to the fraudulent evasion of Excise Duty on 28 June 2018. He was jailed for six months on 27 September 2018.
3. Lukasz ZWIERZ, DOB 18/01/1987, of Court Road, Uxbridge, pleaded guilty to the fraudulent evasion of Excise Duty on 19 February 2018. He was jailed for 20 months on 27 September 2018.
4. Pawel SZYMANSKI, DOB 16/01/1985, of Cann Hall Road, London, pleaded guilty to the fraudulent evasion of Excise Duty on 4 April 2018. He was jailed for 22 months on 27 September 2018.
5. Batosz DUZAK, DOB 24/05/1989, of Hodder Drive, Perivale, London, pleaded guilty to the fraudulent evasion of Excise Duty on 19 February 2018. He was jailed for 20 months on 27 September 2018.
6. Lukas ADASIEWICZ, DOB 27/02/1986, of Abbey Close, Pinner, London, pleaded guilty to the fraudulent evasion of Excise Duty on 19 February 2018. He was jailed for 22 months on 27 September 2018.
7. Anyone with information about people involved in tobacco fraud can contact our HMRC helpline on 0800 788 887 or https://www.gov.uk/report-an-unregistered-trader-or-business
8. Follow HMRC Press Office on Twitter @HMRCpressoffice

9. Pictures are available on HMRC's Flickr channel: www.flickr.com/hmrcgovuk 
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