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All mod CONS: Man who set up ‘home’ on industrial estate jailed for £950k duty evasion
A Rolex-wearing fraudster who ‘lived’ on an industrial estate for three years has been jailed after HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) discovered he was using the premises to store a massive haul of illicit tobacco and alcohol.
Jaafar Mousa Mohammad Jaafar installed a kitchen, bedroom and bathroom inside a rented unit at the Morgan Lonprell Yard on Clockmill Road, Gateshead. Complete with all mod cons, the setup allowed Jaafar, 64, to act as a round-the-clock ‘caretaker’ and distributer of illicit cigarettes, tobacco and alcohol. 
During a search of the unit, in December 2013, HMRC officers seized over 1.5 million cigarettes, three tonnes of hand-rolling tobacco and 18,000 litres of beer, wine and spirits -worth £946,623.00 in unpaid duty and VAT.
Diane Donnelly, Assistant Director, Criminal Investigation, HMRC, said: 
“This was a very elaborate attempt to hide contraband. Jaafar went to unusual lengths to conceal his criminality, but ultimately he fell short.
“Today’s sentence has shown that the sale of illegal tobacco and alcohol will not be tolerated. Disrupting criminal trade is at the heart of our strategy to clampdown on the illicit market, which costs the UK around £3.1 billion a year.
“Not only does this type of fraud amount to theft from the taxpayer, but it undermines legitimate traders.
“I encourage anyone with information about the illegal sale of tobacco or alcohol to contact the Customs Hotline on 0800 59 5000.”
It was during the search that officers discovered an adjoining ‘bunker room’. The enclosure contained a double bed, wardrobe, kitchen and bathroom – complete with shower. ‘Dealer books’ relating to sales of tobacco and alcohol were also found.
Jafaar, who was not present, was arrested the following day. During interview, he told officers that nothing in the unit belonged to him, but did admit to living in the bunker – for the past three years. 

And despite his choice of cramped quarters, investigators found that Jaafar owned Rolex and Omega watches, land in Northumberland and a house in County Durham. His assets, combined with ‘tainted’ cash gifted to others, were estimated by HMRC to be worth in excess of half a million pounds.
Jaafar was charged with the fraudulent evasion of excise duty on 10 October 2014 and pleaded guilty to the offence at Newcastle Crown Court on 30 January 2015. He was sentenced to two years and four months in prison by Mr Recorder Ian Harris at Newcastle Crown Court today, 24 July 2015.
Notes to Editors

1. Jaafar Mousa Mohammad Jaafar, Adams Terrace, Consett, County Durham. 01/07/1951.
2. There is no suggestion the proprietors of Morgan Lonprell were complicit in the fraud.
3. The following was seized from Jaafar’s unit on 09/12/13: 1,529,860 cigarettes, 2,965.5 kilos of hand-rolling tobacco, 3,254.8 litres of spirits, 6,409 litres of wine, 8,784 litres of beer.
4. A confiscation investigation is on-going in line with the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002.
5. Anyone with information about the illegal sale of tobacco or alcohol can contact the Customs Hotline on 0800 59 5000
6. Follow HMRC Press Office on Twitter @HMRCpressoffice

7. HMRC's Flickr channel: www.flickr.com/hmrcgovuk 
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