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DSS adds new momentum to the Dubai gold rush

Dubai, the city of gold, is the fastest growing gold centre in the world,  and boasts the highest per capita consumption of gold that has ensured the lure of the yellow metal remains undiminished – through market ups and downs - for the city’s residents as well as tourists. 
And with gold and jewellery retailers across the city offering fantastic deals and bargains during this Dubai Summer Surprises (DSS), the glittering star of Dubai’s shopping scene is attracting large numbers of visitors to its most expansive abode – the Gold Souk.

“There has been a notable increase in our sales volume this summer compared to last year,” said Mustafa, a trader at the souk. “The quality of Dubai’s gold and jewellery is well-known, and the prices offered here are very competitive, especially during festivals such as DSS.”

Situated right in the heart of the city’s main commercial district of Deira, the old Gold Souk houses an array of sparkling treasures. A stroll through the souk - with its winding alleys, traditional wooden archways, and charming market atmosphere - is a fascinating exploration of the ancient Arabian heritage. 
With several dozens of shops lining either side of the enchanting maze of lanes, and still more dotting the aisles of bustling arcades nestled against each other, the souk is a veritable gold mine that transports visitors to a dream-like world steeped in tradition.

From gold, silver and diamonds to pearls, precious stones and more, retail stores at the Gold Souk – which include several big players as well as smaller traders operating mainly in the souk – offer a breathtaking variety of jewellery. Always a busy spot, the souk really comes alive at night, when its vibrant alleyways teem with visitors looking for the best bargains or simply to soak in the sights and sounds of this unique marketplace.

“We love coming here. One always gets fantastic bargains at the outlets here,” said Lindy Robinson, a New Zealand national. “This summer we have our friends visiting from Auckland, and I knew I just had to bring them here while showing them around town.”

Ajayan, a shopkeeper at the souk, said, “We cater primarily to European visitors, and diamonds, along with gold, have been in great demand with our customers all through this DSS.”

The 17th edition of DSS is organized by the Dubai Festivals and Retail Establishment (DFRE), an agency of the Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM), and will run until 5 September this year, under the theme, “The Fun Side of Summer.”
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